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Mr. Quintana, 

 

The European Union warmly thanks you for your excellent report on the situation of 

human rights in Myanmar/Burma. The EU shares your assessment that reforms in 

Myanmar/Burma are continuing in the right direction, which is a positive sign for the 

improvement of the Human Rights Situation in the country. The EU also welcomes 

the constructive engagement of the Government with the Special Rapporteur, 

including the facilitation of his latest visit to the country from 11 to 18 February 2013. 

It is clear, however, from your report that some significant human rights shortcomings 

remain to be addressed. 

 

While it is not possible to address all of the issues in the time available, I would like to 

highlight some specific areas covered in your report:  

 

-  The EU welcomes the continued release of prisoners of conscience during 

the past year, while reiterating that the releases must be unconditional. 

Remaining cases of prisoners of conscience should be identified and their 

release should proceed without any delay. The EU welcomes the recent 

commitment by the President’s Office to establish an independent and 

impartial committee to review remaining cases of prisoners of conscience and 

we hope that this mechanism will operate in a spirit of openness and 

reconciliation;  
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- The EU notes with serious concern your findings on the crisis situation in 

Rakhine State, in particular as it affects the Rohingya community. We take 

note of your assessment that the situation in Rakhine State could undermine 

the entire reform process in Myanmar.  The scale of allegations is extensive: 

harassment, arbitrary arrest, arbitrary restriction of movement, destruction of 

places of worship and restrictions on religious worship and restricted access to 

health care and education.  These allegations must be fully investigated and 

perpetrators of human rights violations must be brought to justice.  We note 

efforts by the Government to improve conditions in IDP camps, while 

supporting your call for improved humanitarian access. 

 

- While the EU is encouraged by the recent resumption of peace talks between 

the Government of Myanmar and the Kachin Independence Organization, we 

share your concern about the continuing large military presence, which 

remains beyond reach of accountability mechanisms. The EU encourages the 

Government to negotiate a political settlement with all ethnic minorities, if 

necessary amending the constitution.  

 

- The EU agrees with the Special Rapporteur´s recommendation to amend the 

1982 Citizenship Act to ensure equal access to citizenship and to prevent 

discrimination on any ground.  

 

- The EU welcomes the Special Rapporteur’s recommendation that the 

government of Myanmar expedite the opening of an OHCHR country Office 

with a full mandate. We would like to ask the Special Rapporteur what 

concrete steps have been taken in this direction.  

 

The EU will stand with the government and all the people living in Myanmar, as they  

work for lasting peace based on national reconciliation and mutual respect. 

 

 

Thank you. 


