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The European Union thanks the Special Rapporteur, Mr Darusman, for this report, in 

which he provides a comprehensive review of the situation of the human rights in 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) since 2004. This is a landmark report 

that clearly calls for action from the Human Rights Council. 

 

In the light of the gravity and chronic nature of the violations of human rights in the 

DPRK, and the persistent refusal of its authorities to co-operate with the UN Special 

Rapporteur, the EU, together with Japan, will present a resolution in the current 

session on the establishment of a Commission of Inquiry to investigate the 

systematic, widespread and grave violations of human rights in the DPRK, as you 

have recommended in your report. This resolution will also renew your mandate.   

In your report, you suggest that such an inquiry mechanism should examine issues of 

institutional and personal accountability.  In your view, what would be the best way to 

address the pervasive impunity in the DPRK? 

 

The non-cooperation of the Government of the DPRK has been a consistent pattern 

in recent years.  We have seen no sign of dialogue with the international community, 

the special procedures mandate-holders or the OHCHR.  However, we would like to 

see a change. How can the international community help to make this possible?  

In your report, you refer to the network of prison camps in the DPRK, some of which 

are believed to be in operation since the 1950s, holding up to 200,000 people.  
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Among those imprisoned are believed to be thousands of people who are held by 

reason of “guilt by association.” The majority of such people reportedly do not seem 

to know the reasons for their imprisonment or what crimes they are accused of.  You 

refer in your report to the opinion the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention that 

under certain circumstances “widespread or systematic imprisonment or other severe 

deprivation of liberty in violation of the fundamental rules of international law may 

constitute crimes against humanity.” Could you perhaps elaborate on this point? 

 

We look forward to continuing our cooperation with you on addressing the human 

rights situation in the DPRK. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 
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