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The EU would like to thank the Special Representative and the Special Rapporteur for their 

reports and for being with us today. We fully support the important work you carry out under 

your respective mandates. 

 

Ms. Santos Pais, 

 

We would like to express our satisfaction with the extension of your important mandate for a 

further period of three years. This has been one of EU priorities during the past General 

Assembly 3rd Committee session. The EU attaches great importance to the elimination of 

violence against children, and this topic is included in the EU Action Plan on Human Rights 

and Democracy adopted in June 2012.   

 

We are also pleased with the General Assembly’s decision to finance the core activities of 

your mandate from the regular budget starting from the biennium 2014-2015. We believe that 

this will strengthen your mandate and help you to promote the implementation of the 

recommendations of the UN Study on Violence against Children, and in the promotion of 

protection of children from different forms of violence.   

 

In your report, you highlight the results and progress achieved. You also launched a global 

survey to assess progress in the prevention and elimination of violence against children that 

reveals where we stand at the national levels.  According to findings, many countries have a 

policy framework in place. Where, in your view, are the main gaps and shortfalls to effective 
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elimination of violence against children in law and in practice? How are we to ensure a safe 

environment for children where the vicious cycle of poverty and violence are interconnected? 

Bearing in mind that in your previous mandate you have managed to develop a very 

successful model of cooperation on various levels, we would be interested to hear more 

about your future priorities, how you plan to build upon your previous term in office, and what 

challenges do you see ahead.  

 

Mr. President, 

The European Union is committed to combating the phenomenon of child sex tourism. 

Several EU initiatives, such as the Europol project for detecting and disrupting travelling child 

sex offenders were also noted in your report.  

The EU shares your view that awareness-raising is an indispensable tool for reducing the 

vulnerability of children to fall victim of child sex tourism. Awareness-raising should lead to 

the increase of voluntary reporting of crimes that is essential for improving criminal law 

responses against offenders.  

In your report you have listed some good examples on how to encourage reporting. Web-

based solutions have been seen as a positive and effective tool for receiving information on 

possible violations. Raising awareness of the communication and dangers on the Internet 

also provide children with the necessary empowerment to prevent victimisation. 

The EU firmly considers that fighting child sex tourism requires the integration of a holistic 

approach to a country’s policies and actions.  

Madam Special Rapporteur, you mention in your report that no comprehensive initiative has 

yet been developed to sufficiently take into account all of the risk factors of child sex tourism, 

and recommend creating comprehensive legal frameworks. We would here like to ask you to 

further elaborate your recommendation to develop a standardized legislative framework, 

containing common definitions, to be adopted by all countries. 

Finally, actions fighting child sex tourism should be guided by the duty to protect children 

from maltreatment. One of the elements is child-sensitive counselling and child-friendly 

justice. Could you point out any specific good practices in this regard that have arisen in the 

course of your consultations for the report? 

 

Thank you. 
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