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The EU welcomes the holding of this mainstreaming Panel on human rights and the 
post 2015 development agenda, with a particular focus on areas related to the right 
to education; it is timely and very important in view of the work under way in New 
York. 
 
We also welcome the work undertaken by the OHCHR which, together with the 
UNDP, leads work on governance and the post-2015 framework. We look forward to 
the results of the global thematic consultations currently on-going in Johannesburg. 
 
The UN has recognised that its main pillars - development, human rights and peace 
and security – are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. The objectives of human 
well-being and dignity for all are enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and in the Millennium Declaration, which also explicitly recognises the links 
between human rights, good governance and sustainable development.  
 
This was reaffirmed at the MDG Summit of 2010 and the Rio+20 Conference in 2012. 
We felt, however, that the MDG framework as such – as important it was and is to 
focus and measure government action - fell short of adequately reflecting and 
prioritizing human rights and governance aspects. 
 
The EU is strongly committed to changing that for the future. Last week EU Foreign 
Ministers underlined that „Democratic governance, the rule of law and the full 
realization of human rights are important for achieving sustainable development“ and 
re-committed the EU to working to ensure that these key issues are integrated in the 
post-2015 global development agenda. 
 
Moreover, just on Wednesday this week, European Commissioners for Environment 
and Development presented a Communication on the post-2015 development 
agenda entitled “A decent life for all by 2030 - Ending poverty and giving the world a 
sustainable future”. It reviews the attainment of the MDGs and actions based on the 
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Rio process and proposes that an overarching framework for post-2015 is needed to 
address both poverty eradication and sustainable development. The paper proposes 
that the framework fully reflects the need for justice, equality and equity - it should 
capture issues relating to human rights, democracy and the rule of law, as well as the 
empowerment of women and gender equality, which are vital for inclusive and 
sustainable development. 
 
We also believe that the post-2015 agenda could benefit from recalling the basic 
principles flowing from human rights : the responsibility of all States to respect, 
protect, promote and fulfil human rights and fundamental freedoms without distinction 
or discrimination of any kind ; a call for transparency, accountability, and 
participation ; a particular focus on access and on the situation of the most vulnerable 
in society, including childrem and persons with disabilities  
 
Question: Given the importance of mainstreaming, how is this best achieved in 
practical terms ? In what ways should human rights be included in the new global 
framework ? How explicit and specific should this mention be? 
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