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Mr. President, 
 

The European Union very much welcomes the theme of this year’s annual day of 

discussion addressing the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 

standard of health. The realization of the right of girls and boys to health is 

indispensable for them to enjoy all other rights in the Convention. For states it is a 

key element for achieving equitable and sustainable growth and development.  

 

We would like to thank all the panelists today for their valued participation, in 

particular we would like to thank Tama and Jonas for sharing their experiences as 

rights holders.  Indeed, ensuring that all children are heard and that they are taken 

seriously is fundamental for the realization of all of their rights, including to health.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to ask the panelists the following: 

 

This morning’s panel is focused on the challenges States and the international 

community face in realizing the right of the child to the highest attainable standard of 

health. One of the major challenges you have outlined is that of continuing 

discrimination. As acknowledged in the OHCHR report –a rights based approach 

must ensure that health systems are designed to reach everyone, including the most 

disadvantaged groups of children.  We would be grateful if the panelists could 
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describe any examples of circumstances where direct or indirect discrimination has 

had an impact on child health and if you could outline any best practices for tackling 

this discrimination. For example, what is your experience of positive action or 

temporary special measures in ensuring the inclusion of marginalized communities in 

child health programmes? 

 

From several panelists interventions, it is clear that accountability is a key 

component for ensuring the enjoyment of the right of the child to health. What do you 

see as the major gaps in ensuring accountability for child health and what can 

existing human rights mechanisms including national and regional human rights 

frameworks, as well as the Committee on the Rights of the Child do to ensure greater 

responsibility for the realization of the right of the child to the highest attainable 

standard of health?  

 

In today's world we have the required knowledge and ability to save more children 

from preventable and curable diseases than ever before but persistent discrimination 

and inequality, lack of participation and lack of accountability allows needless deaths 

to continue. It is clear that addressing this concern must involve taking a human 
rights based and holistic approach, as the right to health is dependent on, and 

contributes to, the realization of a number of other rights which include the right to 

food, to water and sanitation, to adequate housing, to freedom from discrimination, to 

privacy, to access to information and to participation. What actions can be taken by 

States, the private sector and communities, to ensure a human rights based 

approach is taken?  
 

Thank you. 
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