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Mister Bari, 

 

The European Union wishes to thank you for your presentation. 

 

With the election of the new President of Somalia, Hassan Sheikh Mohamoud, which 

the EU warmly welcomes, a milestone has been reached in ending the transition, 

which should bring with it the prospect of lasting peace, prosperity and stability for the 

country and for the millions of people that have suffered from twenty years of conflict.  

 

Following the most representative, Somali-led process in years, the coming months 

and years will be critical for Somalia’s transition to democracy. The new government 

will need to work quickly and intensively to build a credible, legitimate and 

accountable government, and to build stabilisation in all accessible areas in the 

country. This is crucial to the future of a viable federal Somalia.  

It is clear that after two decades of conflict and instability, the people of Somalia want 

to usher in a new era of peace, security and democracy, in which they will be assured 

of good governance, transparency, accountability, justice and the respect for all their 

rights and fundamental freedoms, including the freedom of worship. We believe it is 



important that the new Government of the Federal Republic of Somalia reaches out 

to all Somalis, to promote reconciliation and development. 

 

Serious challenges lie ahead though, as the recent attack against the new Somali 

President, which the EU utterly condemns, demonstrates. 

 

Whilst there has been a reduction in civilian victims in Somalia, the number of 

casualties resulting from unconventional warfare and violence remains very high. The 

EU is also concerned by ongoing violence against women, recruitment of child 

soldiers, forced displacement of civilians, as well as by widespread harassment, 

arbitrary arrest and killing of journalists and human rights activists. Like the IE, we 

urge the Somali Authorities to fight the so far prevailing culture of impunity, and to 

hold perpetrators of violations and abuses accountable. 

 

Furthermore, the humanitarian situation is still critical. Some 3.7 million Somalis are 

estimated to be in urgent need of humanitarian assistance, while internally displaced 

people are more than 1.3 million and Somali refugees in the region exceeded 1 

million. 

 

The EU remains actively engaged in Somalia to restore security and promote peace, 

human rights protection, development and national reconciliation. The EU is the 

biggest donor to Somalia, having committed over 1 billion euros for the period 2008 

to 2013 through a comprehensive approach including security support, development 

assistance and humanitarian aid. We will continue to work closely with the new 

Somali Federal Institutions and other international partners, including the UN, the 

African Union and IGAD. 

 

We welcome once again the Somali Authorities’ engagement with the UPR process 

and encourage them to step up their efforts to implement the accepted UPR 

recommendations, in particular those related to the protection of persons belonging 



to vulnerable categories (women, children, IDPs, minorities); and to develop a human 

rights map establishing clear priorities for the Government, as suggested by the IE. 

 

Mister Bari, 

 

what role do you think this Council can play to support a successful transition based 

upon respect of human rights, good governance and the rule of law? 

 

In your report, while urging the donors’ community to keep providing financial and 

technical assistance to Somalia, you warn against the fragmentation of international 

aid. How can we actually achieve this goal? 

 

Thank you. 
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