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Madame President, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

 

The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well 

as the Republic of Moldova,  align themselves with this declaration. 

 
Madame President, 
 
The European Union wishes to reiterate its appreciation and continuous support to the tireless 

work of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and her office in promoting and 

protecting human rights in all parts of the world. 

 

We welcome the progress made in the opening of OHCHR country offices in the MENA 

region. We believe that the OHCHR presence and support on the ground will significantly 

contribute to the governments’ efforts to improve the human rights situation of their people, 

including through the provision of technical assistance for the implementation of UPR 

recommendations. In this regard, we call on Egypt to also make a swift positive decision for 

the opening of a regional office in Cairo. 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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The European Union considers the promotion and protection of human rights as one of the 

pillars of its external policy, and continues to provide support and assistance in this regard to 

civil society organizations worldwide through the European Instrument for Democracy and 

Human Rights (EIDHR).  

 

The European Union also commends the OHCHR for its continuous monitoring and 

reporting work. Its field offices provide the Human Rights Council with valuable information 

on the human rights developments on the ground, which serves as a basis for the Council’s 

informed discussions and decisions. The European Union is also committed to support 

OHCHR's efforts to ensure coordinated follow-up action by the UN at the country level to 

the recommendations resulting from the international human rights system. 

 

Madame President, 

 

Turning now to specific country situations. 

 

On South Sudan, we thank the HC for her engagement with the government of this country 

and for her report on technical assistance and capacity building for South Sudan. We share 

her assessment that tremendous challenges remain to ensure that the people of South Sudan 

live in a country that fully respects their human rights.  In this regard, the nomination of an 

Independent Expert with a mandate focusing on technical assistance and capacity building 

would seem most appropriate. We call on the government of South Sudan to further engage 

with the OHCHR and this Council in view of addressing these challenges. 

 

The EU welcomes Yemen´s active cooperation with the OHCHR, including the signing of 

the Host Country Agreement, which paves the way for the opening of a country office. We 

also welcome the Government's continuing engagement on the human rights issues 

highlighted in the High Commissioner's report, including arbitrary detentions and the use and 

recruitment of children, and look forward to the establishment of an independent human 

rights institution in line with the Paris Principles. In view of the need to tackle impunity on 

past violations, the recent decree establishing a national commission of inquiry into the 2011 

events is a major step. We encourage its speedy implementation and further steps on the draft 

law on transitional justice. While the fragile security situation has an impact on the rights of 
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women, we believe that it is important to ensure women's full participation in the public life 

and the political process. 

 

Yesterday, we had the opportunity to express our views on the developments in Cambodia 

during the interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur. While appreciating the 

government’s efforts to date to improve the human rights situation, we encourage it to 

address as a matter of priority human rights violations associated with land concessions, 

harassment of human rights defenders and land activists, as well as restrictions on the 

freedom of expression. Credible investigations into all these acts must be ensured without 

delay. We once more reiterate, with regard to the upcoming general election in July 2013, the 

necessity to carry out electoral process reform. 

 

The EU encourages the Government of Nepal to continue working on the implementation of 

the UPR recommendations and reaffirms its continuous support in this regard. We reiterate 

the importance of upholding international standards and principles of international human 

rights and humanitarian law, in particular with regard to the establishment of a Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission and Commission of Inquiry on Disappearances. Accountability 

for conflict-era human rights violations is an important step towards genuine reconciliation 

and consolidation of the peace process, and should be addressed as a matter of priority. The 

EU remains concerned about the impact of the current constitutional vacuum on Nepal's 

human rights situation and, in light of the departure of OHCHR-Nepal, encourages the 

Government to strengthen the National Human Rights Institutions in order to ensure effective 

promotion and protection of human rights of its people. 

 

Finally, the EU wishes to underline the need for a stronger mandate for the Independent 

Expert on Sudan, enabling him to monitor and report on the human rights situation and 

guaranteeing him full and unfettered access to all parts of Sudan, including Southern 

Kordofan, Blue Nile, and Darfur, as well as full access to all the relevant national and 

international stakeholders. We reiterate our call to the Sudanese government to fulfil its 

commitment in this sense. 

 

Thank you, Madame President. 
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