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Madame President, 

 

The European Union wishes to thank the Special Rapporteur for his report on the 

human rights situation in Cambodia, and express its appreciation for his efforts in 

carrying out his mandate. 

 

Madame President, 

 

The EU welcomes the Government's efforts to improve the human rights situation in 

Cambodia, as well as its continuous cooperation with the Special Rapporteur.  We 

also commend the assistance of the OHCHR Country Office to the Government's 

work aimed at addressing remaining human rights challenges. 

The Special Rapporteur’s focus on the institutional electoral framework in Cambodia 

is particularly relevant in light of the National Assembly elections scheduled for July 

next year, which will represent yet another step in Cambodia’s process of 

democratisation. His report reiterated many of the recommendations put forward by 

previous EU Election Observation Missions, which are yet to be addressed. We 

share the Special Rapporteur’s view that freedom of expression and of assembly is 



central to holding free and fair elections, and note with concern worrying allegations 

of threats against some opposition political parties and charges of defamation and 

incitement leveled at their members and candidates. The increasing misuse of the 

penal code in order to frighten or to put aside some members of the political 

organizations or the media community is a threat to Cambodian democracy and to 

the quality of the election process in July. The EU echoes the Special Rapporteur's 

remarks on the opposition leader Sam Rainsy, who should be able to take part in 

these elections.  In addition to that, the EU is highly concerned about the shrinking 

space for the work of civil society and restrictions imposed on freedom of expression 

in the last months.  There is a risk that the current intimidation and harassment of civil 

society representatives, journalists and human rights defenders will further increase 

as the country gets closer to the national elections. The EU echoes the Special 

Rapporteur’s calls on the Government of Cambodia to intensify its efforts to ensure a 

free political environment that would be conducive to free and fair elections. The 

Government should find the legal means to allow all political leaders to participate at 

the next elections, and all opposition parties to organize and campaign freely, without 

fear and hindrance, in all stages of the electoral process. It should also ensure 

responsible policing of protests and that the law is used to guarantee freedom of 

expression. 

The European Union also shares the Special Rapporteur’s concerns at the persisting 

problem of land disputes, forced evictions, and continued persecution of those 

seeking to claim their rights to land. Negative impact of economic and land 

concessions on people’s lives is visible not only in urban, but also rural areas, 

affecting especially indigenous communities and the most vulnerable.  

Finally, we call on the Government to implement the Special Rapporteur's 

recommendations contained in his reports, and would like to hear more details on the 

Government’s plan to implement the ones from last year, related to the judiciary 

reform, specifically on the three fundamental laws to uphold the independence of the 

judiciary. 

 

Thank you, Madame President. 
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