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Thank you Madam President 

 

The EU has closely followed discussions of the Working Group of Experts on People 

of African Descent during its 11th Session.  

 

Whilst underlining our unwavering commitment to fight racism, we would like to take 

this opportunity to further reiterate the upmost importance we attach to avoiding both 

the collectivization of human rights and the creation a hierarchy of discrimination.  All 

individuals are entitled to their rights, without discrimination, without belonging or 

adhering to a group and without an unnecessary suggestion that somehow victims of 

discrimination are in competition for attention.  We would therefore like again to raise 

our objection to the Working Group’s general approach to collective rights and the 

need to adopt special measures.  

 

We also reject cultural relativism which can only undermine the universality of human 

rights.  

 

We would like to express concern about the scope and nature of the Decade on 

People of African Descent as set out in the proposed Programme of Action. It covers 



a broad range of themes and situations, which need very different responses.  A 

broad, general framework of affirmative action will not address the specifics and 

therefore not deliver real change on the ground.  Political rhetoric is not enough to 

fight racism which is why the EU is committed to fully implementing ICERD; an 

instrument that offers states a practical and necessary framework to transform 

political will into concrete action.   

 

We would also have liked to have seen some better analysis of the effectiveness of 

the international year on People of African Descent to understand how any decade 

could add real value.  In this respect it is worth recalling, resolution 1989/84 of the 

United Nations Economic and Social Council entitled “Guidelines for international 

decades in economic and social fields” which states that proposals for international 

decades are to be submitted to ECOSOC, which recommends that the General 

Assembly adopt them after the proposals have been reviewed by the 

intergovernmental bodies concerned, taking into account the views of all Member 

States and NGOs concerned.  We would be interested to hear whether this 

procedure was followed, especially as, as a general rule, there should be an interval 

of two years between the submission of a proposal to ECOSOC and the proclamation 

of the decade by the General Assembly. 

 

It’s also worth bearing in mind that In areas where effective programmes and 

instruments already exist (for example ICERD), an international decade may be 

proclaimed only if it is expected to advance the implementation of their objectives.  

We are yet to be convinced that this is the case. 
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