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Madame President,  

 

The EU would like to thank all the panelists for their comprehensive presentations 

and their valuable remarks. We believe that it is important to promote dialogue 

between Governments, the UN and other stakeholders with regard to this very 

important issue and consider this panel as a good opportunity to engage in a 

discussion on tolerance and reconciliation, drawing inspiration from the example of 

Nelson Mandela.  

 

The fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance is 

a priority for the EU. All EU Member States are State parties to the International 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the 

European Union’s Charter of Fundamental Rights explicitly prohibits discrimination 

based on any grounds. Moreover, the EU has consistently adopted and implemented 

legislation, policies and programmes aimed at protecting against and preventing 

discrimination. 

 



Despite all the achievements made, there are still challenges which remain that need 

greater attention by States. Nelson Mandela once himself stated and I quote: “I have 

cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons live together 

in harmony and with equal opportunities”. Therefore, it is the EU’s firm conviction that 

the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance 

remains a global challenge that requires a multilateral and multi-stakeholder 

response.  

 

This also includes the effective implementation of the provisions of the International 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination as well as the 

cooperation with relevant international organizations, entities and mechanisms, 

including the United Nations treaty bodies. In this regard, let me also emphasize the 

important work done by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and 

its efforts in collecting good practices example in the field of non-discrimination. 

 

Madame President,  

 

In closing, let me emphasize two things.  

 

First, the EU remains committed to the international fight against racism, racial 

discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.  

 

Second, we consider it important that we all as individuals promote the values of 

tolerance and reconciliation, building on the example of Nelson Mandela. Or as 

Mandela once stated, I quote: “No one is born hating another person because of the 

color of his skin, or his background, or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if 

they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love”.  

 

Thank you for your attention.  


	United Nations Human Rights Council
	21th session
	Panel discussion to commemorate Nelson Mandela International Day
	21 September 2012
	EU Intervention
	In closing, let me emphasize two things.

