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We thank the Advisory Committee for the presentation of its report, and hope this 

new interactive dialogue will help clarify the Advisory Committee's role.  

 

The EU followed the discussions during the 9th session of the Advisory Committee. 

While we note that the revised draft report on traditional values reflects a more 

balanced view of the negative impacts traditional values can have on human rights, 

we remain   concerned about the potential misuse of the non-defined concept of 

traditional values.    

 

Regarding the study on human rights issues related to terrorist hostage taking, the 

EU and its Member States share the concern about the growth in terrorist kidnapping.  

However, some of the proposals contained in the progress report do not fall within 

the mandate of the Human Rights Council, in particular the drafting of new 

international instruments on the matter. 

  

As far as the study on the human rights of urban poor is concerned, while we share 

the Committee’s concerns about the alarming figures of urban poverty worldwide, we 

would like to stress that the value added of the work of the Advisory Committee 

should lie in its focus on human rights rather than expanding its remit without 

mandate.  
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Regarding the study related to rural women and the right to food, the EU shares the 

Committee’s concerns related to the persistence of discrimination against women in 

many areas.  We would like to again underline that in this area the work of the 

Advisory Committee should focus on implementation of human rights norms and 

standards rather duplicating with work of other mechanisms, such as special 

procedures and other, better specialized UN bodes. 

 

We would like to underline that the Advisory Committee's work must be guided by the 

Council in line with paragraph 75 the Institutional Building Package. It should also 

relate to thematic issues pertaining to the mandate of the Council, namely promotion 

and protection of all human rights.  In this regard we considered the Advisory 

Committee's contribution to the declaration on Human Rights Education as useful.  A 

distinct juxtaposition can be drawn with their work on a peasant’s declaration.  

 

We have noted the Advisory Committee's proposals for new topics and believe that 

these proposals need to be considered individually on their own merits, in the light of 

the above-mentioned criteria and the Council's mandate.  This will help avoid 

confusion, duplication and ineffective working. 

 

Thank you. 
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