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Item 5 
Human Rights Bodies and Mechanisms 

 
Madame President, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries, the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 

 
At the outset, let me express our full support for the work of the High Commissioner and her Office 

in the promotion, protection and respect for human rights for all. Effectively addressing the current 

challenges to human rights protection demands the respect for the independence and impartiality of 

the High Commissioner and her Office.  

 

We particularly welcome the High Commissioner’s engagement in the process aimed at 

strengthening the treaty body system.  Her report is a valuable contribution to that process.  We 

would like to recall that participation of all stakeholders, particularly civil society and the treaty 

body members themselves, is of crucial importance for a successful outcome to this process. We 

must demonstrate our will to achieve lasting solutions without prejudice to any temporary steps or 

measures that can be taken to address immediate concerns at this stage. 

 

The treaty body system is the backbone of the international human rights architecture and the 

European Union would like to reiterate its commitment to ensure the preservation of its 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation 
and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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independence and the enhancement of its effectiveness. In this regard, the EU is committed to 

achieving agreement on concrete and sustainable measures needed to strengthen and enhance the 

effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system through the intergovernmental process 

ongoing in New York. 

 

Madame President,  

 

As we have embarked in the second cycle of the UPR, the EU appreciates the universal 

participation in this mechanism for the promotion, through dialogue, of universal human rights 

standards. We note that some States present mid term updates on their UPR efforts, and believe that 

such updates contribute to strengthening the implementation.  

 

The EU highly values the work of the Special Procedures and is firmly convinced that they play a 

crucial role in advancing the human rights agenda.   Through engaging in a dialogue with all 

relevant stakeholders – both in countries they visit and at the HRC – they contribute to an 

interactive and dynamic approach in addressing human rights challenges.  

 

Full cooperation of all States with the Special Procedures is of crucial importance, as well as the 

prompt replies to communications and requests for visits.  The EU urges all States, particularly 

members of the HRC and candidates for the membership of the HRC to extend a standing invitation 

to all Special Procedures and to fully cooperate with them in order to achieve the constructive 

collaboration that is expected from all UN member states, and in particular from Members of the 

HRC. Furthermore, the EU reiterates its condemnation of any acts of intimidation and reprisal 

directed against individuals or groups who have cooperated with Special Procedures and other 

human rights bodies and mechanisms. Reprisals and intimidation are not only human rights 

violations; they undermine the UN system and cannot be tolerated under any circumstances. 

 

We express also our support for the complaint procedure mechanism. It is the only Council’s 

directly “victim-oriented” tool, which, together with other tools and mechanisms of the Council, 

provides us with an opportunity to assess and to address specific human rights situations. 

 

The EU notes that the report of the Advisory Committee's ninth session contains a number of 

proposals for possible future tasks.  In this regard the EU wishes to reiterate that according to the IB 

package, the Advisory Committee shall work at direction of the Council, providing expertise to it in 

the manner and form requested. Furthermore, any possible proposal from the Advisory Committee 
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does not automatically become a decision of the Council.  Any new proposal shall be "within the 

scope of the work set out by the Council", with a specific mandate previously negotiated and 

adopted by the HRC.   

 

In conclusion, Madame President, the EU is of the view that achieving high levels of coordination 

and cooperation between human rights bodies and mechanisms constitutes a key element towards 

strengthening the efficiency and effectiveness of the human rights machinery. 

 

Thank you 
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