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Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and  
cultural rights, including the right to development 

 
Madam President, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

 

The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries, the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Country of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidate Albania, as well as Ukraine, Armenia and 

Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 

 
The EU is firmly committed to the promotion of the universal, indivisible, interrelated and 

interdependent character of all human rights, as well as to their full enjoyment by all human 

beings, irrespective of their sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or 

sexual orientation. The universal nature of human rights should not be questioned on the 

grounds of traditional and cultural differences and cultural diversity. 

 

The recent global developments of political transformations show the need for the 

implementation of inclusion policies as well as the effective participation of all stakeholders, 

including civil society, whose role in the protection and promotion of human rights 

throughout the world is of the outmost importance. In this context, the EU condemns all 

forms of intimidation and persecution against civil society representatives, human rights 

defenders and journalists, and is alarmed by acts of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment, 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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arbitrary detentions and policies that violate freedom of expression, association and 

assembly.  The EU welcomes the panel on issues of intimidation and reprisals during the 

current session of the Human Rights Council and calls upon the Council to remain seized of 

the matter.  

 

Furthermore, one of the challenges facing the countries in political transition or in post-

conflict situations is also building the capacities for good governance and rule of law. This is 

a basis for the sustainability of democratic changes and is of utmost importance for creating 

of a conducive environment for the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms. 

 

Evidence shows that in conflict and post-conflict areas, women and children outnumber men 

in refugee and IDP figures as the most affected segment of the population. The EU continues 

to express its grave concern that children around the world are still denied their basic human 

rights, live in extreme poverty or suffer exploitation, including forced labour, trafficking, or 

are forced to become child soldiers.   

 

It is also imperative, during this era of political transitions, to establish worldwide the 

conditions to ensure that women have the right to participate in and benefit from decisions 

that shape their own lives. The elimination of obstacles to the empowerment of women and 

the continued effort to combat any forms of exclusion and discrimination against them 

should remain a key priority. The EU strongly condemns the continued violence against 

women, including sexual violence and conflict–related sexual violence and is particularly 

concerned about the high global rates of maternal mortality and morbidity. The EU believes 

that particular measures should be put into practice to eradicate all forms of violence against 

women and girls with disabilities. In this context, we particularly welcome the recent online 

discussion organized by UN Women on violence against women, bringing together civil 

society organizations and experts to exchange thoughts, best practices and challenges, in 

view of the 57th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women. The EU also welcomes 

this session’s annual discussion on gender integration focusing on economic, social and 

cultural rights and the empowerment of women. We are looking forward to the constructive 

discussions on this particular topic keeping in mind that any investment made in women and 

girls will have multiplier effects for all. 
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The EU is alarmed by the increasing levels of intolerance and discrimination that individuals 

and minorities suffer in many parts of the world, in particular attacks against persons 

belonging to religious minorities that we firmly condemn. We call for a concerted 

international effort towards strengthening the implementation of the 1992 Declaration on the 

Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. The 

EU will continue to engage with the Human Rights Council’s mechanisms towards this goal. 

 

The EU also notes with concern the surge of discrimination and violence based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity in a number of States around the world. Sexual orientation 

and gender identity should never be used as a justification for restricting an individual’s 

human rights. The EU calls upon States to protect all its citizens – including LGBT people – 

against violence, and to develop legal frameworks for the protection against discrimination 

on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity in all areas, including employment, 

access to public goods and services, housing and social benefits. 

 

Madame President,  

 

A victim-oriented approach is of paramount importance. Although our primary focus should 

be the prevention of human rights violations throughout the world, there is a need to ensure 

that victims of human rights violations and abuses have access to justice and redress, and that 

those responsible are held to account. In this sense the EU stressed the importance of 

respecting the rights of victims of terrorism and promoting international solidarity in support 

of victims of terrorism. Determined to put an end to the impunity of the perpetrators of the 

worst crimes, the European Union is a strong supporter of the International criminal Court. 

Accountability constitutes a fundamental element for strengthening the social fabric of 

societies during transition and post-conflict periods. This is one of the EU’s priorities in its 

new Strategic Framework for Human Rights and Democracy. 

 

In conclusion, Madame President, the EU attaches great importance to economic, social and 

cultural rights. In this regard, we would like to express our deep concern that access to safe 

drinking water and sanitation is still not secured for billions of people around the world. And 

although substantial improvements have been reported in the last decade related to access to 

safe drinking water, much work remains to be done concerning sanitation. The EU welcomes 

the work of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation, 
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as well as her latest report on the issue of stigmatization and will continue to engage with her 

in order to work towards the full implementation of the human right to safe drinking water 

and sanitation. 

 

Thank you. 
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