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Madam President,  

 

The European Union would like to thank the Special Rapporteur for the presentation 

of his report on the human rights obligations related to environmentally sound 

management and disposal of hazardous substances and waste.   

 

This report usefully draws attention to the significant risks and challenges resulting 

from the unsound management of hazardous waste and chemicals. Hazardous 

wastes pose a greater risk to the environment and human health than non-hazardous 

wastes and thus require a stricter control regime. We have adopted such a regime in 

EU legislation which also implements the Basel ban on exports of hazardous waste 

to developing countries. I would like to give two examples of our on-going 

international work: 
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• The EU and its member states are committed to the overall objective of protecting 

human health and the environment from mercury pollution and the EU has from 

2005 a Community Strategy concerning Mercury in order to minimise and, where 

feasible, ultimately eliminate, anthropogenic mercury releases to the environment. 

We are very active players in the on-going negotiation for a comprehensive 

multilateral environmental agreement that addresses the whole life cycle of 

mercury, including, of course, waste management aspects and the particular 

problems caused by the use of mercury in Artisanal and Small-scale Gold Mining 

(ASGM). 

• We are currently developing together with the other Parties to the UN's Basel 

Convention a global framework for the environmentally sound management of 

waste. The intention is to provide a systematic and comprehensive international 

approach to handling hazardous and other waste without endangering human 

health and the environment.    

Let me finish by mentioning three specific issues in the report:  

• The EU supports the Special Rapporteur’s particular focus on pages 13 and 14 of 

his report on the importance of upholding the rights of environmental defenders.  

As the Special Rapporteur notes, environmental defenders provide critically 

important oversight on situations of environmental degradation resulting from 

unsound management and disposal of hazardous substances.  The EU strongly 

condemns any violations against this sub-set of human rights defenders, including 

arbitrary detention, intimidation, gender-based violence and killing, in connection 

with their monitoring of extractives industries. 

• The EU also welcomes the Special Rapporteur’s focus on indigenous 

communities and the damage that the extractives industry can do to food and 

water sources that these communities depend on for survival.  

• The EU has noted that the increased awareness amongst transnational 

corporations operating in the extractives sector of the importance of Corporate 

Social Responsibility policies. The EU would be interested in the Special 

Rapporteur’s views on where the area of greatest human rights’ concern in the 

extractives sector currently lies i.e. with transnational corporations or with smaller 

national or local companies. 
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Turning now to the SR on the contemporary forms of slavery 
 
Ms Shahinian, 

 

Thank you for your ongoing work in support of your important mandate. We welcome 

the cooperation extended to you by the governments of Lebanon, Ecuador and 

Mauritania over the last year and the invitations extended to you by Kazakhstan and 

Madagascar. We note that you have requested visits to Bangladesh, Ghana, Nepal, 

Niger, Sudan and Uzbekistan and urge these countries to accept your requests.  

 

We welcome the much needed attention which your thematic report brings to the 

issues of servile marriage. As you note, all forms of forced marriage have been 

defined under international law as practices similar to slavery since 1956, and yet the 

issue has attracted little, if any attention in human right fora and there are no reliable 

statistics detailing the extent t of this phenomenon. 

 

We would like to ask 3 questions: 

 

1. In your report you cite a number of factors which lie at the root of the problem 

of servile marriage including gender inequality and poverty.  How do you think 

national and international strategies to combat poverty and gender inequality 

could better integrate programmes to address forced marriage?  

 

2. Among your recommendations, you propose that legislation should allow for 

marriages made under force to be made void without undue burden on 

victims. Please could you describe any examples where such legislation has 

proved effective in practice? 

 

3. What steps would you prioritise in order to address the lack of reliable statists 

about the scale of forced marriage? 

 

Thank you Madam President. 

 

 


