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Madam President, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries  the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well 

as the Republic of Moldova align themselves with this declaration. 

 
Madam President, 
 
Since the adoption of the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

the need to ensure respect for human rights, the rule of law and good governance, has been 

widely recognised. The Vienna Declaration stressed that "Building and strengthening 

adequate relevant national structures have a direct impact on the overall observance of 

human rights and the maintenance of the rule of law". Indeed one of the lessons learnt from 

the Arab Spring is how important respect for human rights, good governance and rule of law 

is, in order to ensure political stability and sustainable development. In that context, the EU 

fully acknowledges the aspirations and expectations of the women and men who want to 

contribute to the political, economic and social development of their countries.  

Technical cooperation, which aims at strengthening human rights capacities and national 

human rights infrastructures, is central to secure peace, development and stability in any part 

of the world. The EU believes that States, the international community and the United 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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Nations bear the responsibility of supporting these processes, through individual and 

collective actions.   

 

To this end, the EU adopted, on 25 June, its first Strategic Framework on Human Rights 

and Democracy, which will contribute to more mainstreaming of human rights throughout 

EU policies, the implementation of relevant priorities and work with interested partners, such 

as human rights defenders - women and men -, National Human Rights Institutions, or NGOs 

and through multilateral organisations, primarily the UN Human Rights Council. In this 

context, through partnerships with NGOs, human rights defenders, and the OHCHR, the 

European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights specifically contributes to 

strengthening democracy, good governance and rule of law.  

 

In order to put in place effective national human rights protection systems and secure “a 

constructive change”, a structured response is required. In this regard, the EU acknowledges 

that the Human Rights Council has consistently entrusted OHCHR and its field 

presence with developing and implementing relevant programmes, based on the 

recommendations of Special Procedures Mandate-Holders, Treaty Bodies as well as the UPR 

process. 

 

Madam President, 

 

We specifically commend the range of activities developed by the OHCHR, which involve, 

to a large extent, national, regional and international partners. Equally important are the 

country missions carried out by the High Commissioner and her staff, especially in those 

areas where comprehensive, coordinated and holistic measures are needed the most. The 

European Union also appreciates the reports of OHCHR and its field offices, which 

draw general attention to existing gaps and priority areas for cooperation in the field of 

human rights. In this regard, the EU commends the Transitional Federal Government of 

Somalia for its cooperation with the UN Independent Expert and for the recent signing of an 

MoU with the OHCHR, in Mogadishu. The EU encourages its speedy and effective 

implementation and emphasises the importance of systematic human rights monitoring. 

 

The EU also truly commends Tunisia for its transition to democracy, as demonstrated, inter 

alia, by the newly adopted Constitution, the free and fair elections held in October 2011, and 

steps towards the respect for human rights, in particular for the right to freedom of 
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expression. However, the EU recognises that there are still many challenges ahead, for the 

Tunisian people. In this regard, we reiterate our strong support for Tunisia and urge all States 

to do likewise.  

 

Madam President, 

 

The EU also welcomes OHCHR's strong engagement in Kyrgyzstan and commends the 

Government's efforts, especially in connection with relevant legislative reforms and the 

adoption of specific policies to strengthen rule of law institutions, in line with the UPR 

recommendations and the relevant High Commissioner’s report. However, concerns remain 

about the real impact on the ground, including with regard to reported cases of arbitrary 

detention, torture, and continued discriminatory patterns based on ethnic grounds. The EU 

encourages the Government of Kyrgyzstan to ensure credible investigations into all the above 

reported cases and to further strengthen its national human rights protection system, in 

cooperation with the OHCHR.   

 

The EU is closely following the human rights situation in Nepal and is particularly 

concerned about the impact of the current political impasse on the human rights situation, 

notably with regard to the lack of progress in the fight against impunity for perpetrators of 

conflict-era human rights violations, and the shrinking space of monitoring for civil society. 

In this regard, the EU regrets the recent closure of the OHCHR Office in Nepal, which 

provided significant technical assistance and capacity-building to the Government as well as 

civil society. The EU reiterates the need for independent transitional justice mechanisms, to 

be swiftly established, as a key step in consolidating the peace process, and encourages the 

Government to fully implement all accepted UPR recommendations.  

 

The EU believes that, in Haiti, rule of law institutions should be, in line with minimum 

international human rights norms, and placed at the heart of the forthcoming efforts at 

reconstruction and development, while specific action is still needed, to stop in particular the 

violence against women. Within this framework, we commend all the efforts made so far and 

confirm our support for the work of the UN Independent Expert and the UN Mission 

(MINUSTAH), in particular its human rights component.   

 

In Cote d'Ivoire, notwithstanding the gradual improvement in the national human rights  

protection system, the humanitarian situation remains a matter of very serious concern due to 



 

 5

the many challenges relating to peace, national reconciliation and the rule of law. The EU 

welcomes the Ivorian Government’s cooperation with the UN human rights mechanisms, 

encourages the continuation of efforts to end all human rights violations, and urges enhanced 

cooperation with both the UN Independent Expert and OHCHR.  

 

Madam President, 

 

The European Union believes that collective actions are needed today more than ever, and 

encourages all, to make full use of the expertise of OHCHR and its field presences, to build 

or strengthen adequate human rights capacities and infrastructures. The European Union is 

honoured to provide its own contribution and will continue to support the High 

Commissioner and her Office, in developing fully-fledged human rights programmes aimed 

at closing gaps and strengthening the national HR protection systems. 

  

I thank you for your attention. 
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