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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well 

as the Republic of Moldova, Azerbaijan and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 

 
Once again, the European Union would like to reiterate its unfailing commitment to 

combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance in a 

comprehensive manner, both within the European Union and throughout the world.  

 

Indeed the fight against racism and xenophobia remains a global challenge that demands a 

multilateral response. In the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination States have a meaningful and effective international legal instrument 

to combat this scourge. Sadly, too many States have yet to sign, ratify and implement the 

Convention and we take this opportunity to call upon them, once more, to do so. 

 

On 25 June, the EU adopted a New Strategic Framework, which sets out the principles, 

objectives and priorities designed to improve the effectiveness and consistency of the EU 

policy in the next ten years. Inter alia, it recalls that the EU will continue to combat 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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discrimination in all its forms and will strengthen its efforts to ensure universal and non-

discriminatory access to basic services, with a particular focus on poor and vulnerable 

groups.  

 

In June, the Delegation of the European Union and the Delegation of the African Union in 

Geneva held a joint workshop on the issue of racism, with a specific focus on discrimination 

in effect and incitement to racial discrimination. The presentations by representatives of the 

African Union Commission, the European Commission and the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights led to some fruitful discussions amongst the Member States 

of the EU and AU. It was decided that similar workshops would be held in the years to come, 

with a view to discussing  other aspects of the fight against racism. 

 

In the Human Rights Council, the EU has been actively engaged in several Durban follow-up 

working groups. In that respect, the European Union would like to praise the Chair of the 

Inter-Governmental Working Group, Ambassador Siad Doualeh for his excellent 

chairmanship and for his ability to create a very constructive atmosphere conducive to 

fruitful discussions.  Indeed during the last session, the Working Group was able to adopt 

some conclusions and recommendations on two very important topics: Education and Sport 

as means to combat racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. It is 

hoped that the next session of the IGWG will also hold useful discussions on themes that 

have yet to be identified. 

 

Similarly, the European Union would like to thank Ambassador Minty for his chairmanship 

of the Ad Hoc Committee on complementary standards. During the last session, of the Ad 

Hoc Committee, we were able to discuss the themes of xenophobia and national mechanisms; 

in a constructive manner, thanks to the presence a experts. The Ad Hoc Committee was also 

able to adopt some conclusions on the way forward although, yet again, the Ad Hoc 

Committee was not able to identify the themes to be discussed at its next session because 

there was no time. The EU sincerely hopes that the constructive atmosphere of the last 

session will be maintained at the next session. 

 

Finally, the EU is encouraged by the excellent report of the newly appointed Special 

Rapporteur on Contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related 

intolerance, Mr Ruteere. The report rightly concentrates on prevention and the EU looks 

forward to further exploring this theme, as part of the Durban follow-up mechanism. 
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You can rest assured that the EU will remained fully engaged in those processes provided 

that they continue to focus on combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 

related intolerance. 

 

I thank you for your attention. 
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