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Human Rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories 

 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 

The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro* and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine 

align themselves with this declaration. 

 
Ending the Middle East conflict remains a top priority and a fundamental EU interest. 

Developments in the region make the need for progress in the peace process all the more 

urgent.  

 

In line with Foreign Affairs Council conclusions on MEPP of 14 May 2012, the EU 

encourages the parties to pursue actions conducive to an environment of confidence 

necessary to ensure meaningful negotiations, to refrain from actions that undermine the 

credibility of the process and to prevent incitement. 

 

The EU recalls that a comprehensive peace agreement should be based on the relevant UN 

Security Council Resolutions, the Madrid principles including land for peace, the Roadmap, 

the agreements previously reached by the parties and the Arab Peace Initiative. The EU 

recalls the applicability of international humanitarian law in the occupied Palestinian 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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territory, including the applicability of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to the 

protection of civilians.  

 

The EU and its Member States reiterate their fundamental commitment to the security of 

Israel, including with regard to vital threats in the region. The EU is appalled by recurring 

rocket attacks from Gaza and condemns in the strongest terms violence deliberately targeting 

civilians.  

 

The viability of a two-state-solution must be maintained. A way must be found through 

negotiations to resolve the status of Jerusalem as the future capital of two states. In this 

regard, the EU expresses deep concern about developments on the ground, such as the 

marked acceleration of settlement construction. The EU reiterates that settlements, the 

separation barrier where built on occupied land, demolition of homes and evictions are illegal 

under international law, constitute an obstacle to peace and threaten to make a two-state 

solution impossible. 

 

The EU is also seeking progress with regard to Area C, whose development is critical to the 

viability of a future Palestinian state. The EU calls upon Israel to meet its obligations 

regarding the living conditions of the Palestinian population in this area,  including by halting 

forced transfer of population and demolition of Palestinian housing and infrastructure, 

ensuring access to water and addressing humanitarian needs. 

 

The EU calls on the parties to ensure that Israeli and Palestinian human rights defenders and 

organisations can carry out their work without restrictions. The EU believes that everyone 

should be able to exercise their legitimate right to protest in a non-violent manner. 

 

The EU condemns continuous settler violence and deliberate provocations against Palestinian 

civilians. It calls on the government of Israel to bring the perpetrators to justice and to 

comply with its obligations under international law. 

 

The EU remains concerned about the extensive use by Israel of administrative detention 

without formal charge. Detainees have the right to be informed about the charges underlying 

any detention and be subject to a fair trial. The EU welcomes the agreement reached on 
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conditions of detention in Israeli prisons, urges both sides to abide by their undertakings, and 

calls for the urgent resolution of the ongoing hunger strikes.  

 

The EU remains committed to the Palestinian state building process, aiming at a Palestinian 

state based on the rule of law and respect of international human rights standards. The EU is 

worried about reports of arrests of journalists and underlines the importance of freedom of 

expression, including via traditional and new media. The EU reiterates its concern about 

arbitrary detentions, detention conditions of juvenile offenders and human rights abuses by 

the Palestinian security forces, in particular by the security forces in the Gaza Strip. The EU 

continues to support the efforts made by the PA in its reform of the justice system.  

 

The EU is encouraged by the PA’s de facto moratorium on the death penalty and continues to 

urge the PA to move towards a de jure abolition. The recent carrying out of death sentences 

by the de facto authorities in the Gaza Strip is unacceptable. 

 

The EU continues to call for intra-Palestinian reconciliation behind president Abbas, in line 

with the principles set out in his speech of 4 May 2011, and looks forward to the holding of 

elections as an important contribution to Palestinian state-building, allowing Palestinians to 

exercise their democratic rights.  

 

Fully recognising Israel's legitimate security needs, the EU continues to call for the 

immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of crossings to and from the Gaza Strip, the 

situation of which is unsustainable as long as it remains politically separated from the West 

Bank. Despite limited progress, the EU urges the government of Israel to take further 

meaningful and far-reaching steps allowing for the reconstruction and economic recovery of 

the Gaza Strip, including by allowing trade with the West Bank and Israel. 
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