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Thank you Madam President, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Country of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA country 

Liechtenstein, member of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 

The European Union is strongly committed to the Universal Periodic Review and views the 

mechanism as a unique contribution to the improvement of human rights worldwide. All 

Member States have now undergone a first review and the second cycle has just recently 

been initiated with the 13th UPR session. The first cycle has proven that the UPR is an 

important and effective instrument in the international effort to advance the cause of human 

rights. The UPR has been successful in reminding States of their responsibility to fully 

respect and implement all human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

Since all Member States have been subject to the same review process, the second cycle 

provides an opportunity to exchange best practices and incorporate lessons learnt from the 

previous cycle, both as State under review and as State issuing questions and 
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recommendations. The EU is committed to further develop the potential of the UPR 

mechanism so that it may continue to function as a credible, effective and operational tool. 

We encourage all other States to do the same. We also encourage all States to participate in 

the second cycle so the universal character of this instrument is preserved. 

 

The EU welcomes the introduction of new modalities to the UPR and the positive effect they 

have had, including to the speakers’ list, which now allows all States who wish to speak, to 

do so and to present their recommendations to the State under review.   

 

The EU also recognizes the focus of some national reports, as well as recommendations made 

to the State under review, on the implementation of recommendations from the previous 

cycle, along with progress made in the area of human rights. It is our belief that such a focus 

contributes to making the UPR mechanism more streamlined, efficient and stronger. 

However, subsequent relevant development should not be ignored.    

 

The EU would like to reiterate its support to the practice of providing interim reports between 

reviews. Such reporting provides a more transparent and continuous process and could 

contribute significantly to implementation at the national level.  

 

Finally, we would like to express our appreciation to the many NGO’s and national human 

rights institutions for their valuable contribution to the UPR mechanism. In line with 

resolution 16/21 of the Council, we call on all States to stop and to prevent any act of 

intimidation or retaliation against individuals and groups who cooperate with the UN human 

rights mechanisms and to provide adequate protection in this regard. We would like to recall 

the fundamental role of civil society in the Council’s work and to the UPR mechanism. 

I thank you 
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