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I have the honour of speaking on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA 

country Liechtenstein, member of the European Economic Area, align themselves with this 

declaration.

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 
The EU remains committed to a strong multilateral human rights system that can monitor 

impartially the respect by States of all human rights. In that respect, the European Union 

wishes to underline the key role played by the Human Rights Council and its Special 

Procedures in monitoring the Human Rights situation throughout the world and calls upon all 

States to account for Human Rights violations.  As stated in the Strategic Framework on 

Human Rights and Democracy recently adopted by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the 

European Union, "the EU will continue to speak out in the UN Human Rights Council 

against human rights violations". Impunity, the lack of accountability and lack of 

cooperation with the Human Rights Council are some of the underlying concerns that the 

European Union wishes to raise in the context of this General Debate. 

 

Regarding Syria, the EU strongly condemns the brutal violence and massacres of civilians, 

many of them women and children, such as what occurred in the town of El Houleh.  We are 
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also appalled by reports on the use of children as human shields. Unfortunately, the Syrian 

government has increased its violence against civilians in the aftermath of the El Houleh 

massacre, as we have witnessed in Mazraat al-Qubeir. We regret that this escalation of 

violence led to the suspension of UNSMIS observation activities. We urge the Syrian regime 

to end immediately the killing of civilians, withdraw the Syrian army from besieged towns 

and cities and to allow for a peaceful and democratic transition, for the sake of the country, in 

accordance with the Annan-plan. There must be no impunity for all the perpetrators of the 

crimes committed and all those responsible for widespread, systematic and gross human 

rights violations must be held accountable for their actions.  

 

The European Union remains gravely concerned by a continued lack of respect by Belarus 

for human rights, the rule of law and democratic principles, as well as by the Belarusian 

authorities' continuing refusal to cooperate with international human rights mechanisms. We 

urge the Government of Belarus to immediately release and rehabilitate all political 

prisoners, to investigate all reports of torture and ill-treatment in detention, and to put an 

immediate end to all acts of harassment of representatives of civil society and the opposition, 

including through the use of short-term arbitrary detentions and arbitrary travel bans. The EU 

believes the issue requires the Council's increased attention and proposes the establishment of 

a Special Rapporteur on Belarus, which would ensure effective monitoring and reporting on 

the situation, and assist the Government of Belarus to fulfil its human rights obligations. 

 

Although the EU welcomes the adoption, in June this year, of the second Human Rights 

Action Plan by the Chinese Government, the EU remains concerned about the human rights 

situation in China, and more particularly the use of arbitrary detention, residential 

surveillance and house arrest, the treatment of petitioners, the prolonged use of solitary 

confinement and the widespread use of the death penalty.  The EU is especially concerned by 

the recent recognition of enforced disappearances in Article 73 and 83 of the revised 

Criminal Procedures Law. The EU remains concerned that several individuals have recently 

received long prison sentences solely for having peaceful exercised their freedom of 

expression, as well as at several examples of harassment of lawyers, petitioners and human 

rights defenders, as well as their families. Regarding the rights of persons belonging to 

minorities, the EU is alarmed by the deterioration of the situation in Tibet and Tibetan-

populated areas, especially in the Sichuan province. The EU is gravely concerned by the 

news of mass arrests and detentions, following more self-immolations in Lhasa and 
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elsewhere, as well as reports that the Tibetan Autonomous Region has been closed to 

foreigners. The EU calls upon the Chinese authorities to ensure that the human rights of 

persons belonging to ethnic and religious minorities, notably Tibet and Xinjiang are fully 

respected, including their right to freedom of expression,  freedom of assembly and freedom 

of religion or belief, as well as their right to enjoy their own culture and use their own 

language. 

 

The EU is deeply concerned about the human rights situation in Eritrea and the failure of the 

Government of Eritrea to implement the 1997 Constitution and address key issues, such as 

religious freedom, freedom of the media and freedom of speech.  The EU is particularly 

concerned about arbitrary detentions, including the continued detention without trial - since 

September 2001 - of a group of   members of Parliament and of independent journalists. The 

European Union urges the Government of Eritrea to release all such prisoners 

unconditionally, to demonstrate commitment to the respect of human rights, and to cooperate 

with regional and international human rights mechanisms. 

 

The EU remains concerned at increasing tensions between and within Sudan and South 

Sudan, most recently the inter-communal violence in Jonglei and the situation in Southern 

Kordofan and Blue Nile States resulting from denied access to people and continued conflict. 

The slow progress in resolving key outstanding issues in the post-secession negotiations is 

causing additional harm to suffering civilians in both countries. The EU recalls the 

responsibility of the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan to protect all civilians in their 

respective territories and recalls the importance of accountability for violations of human 

rights and international humanitarian law.  Finally, the EU encourages Sudan to fully 

cooperate with the Independent expert on Sudan. 

 

I thank you for your attention. 

____________________ 
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