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Madame High Commissioner, 

 

We would like to thank you for your comprehensive report and continued efforts to 

advance human rights, democracy, and rule of law in Belarus.  

 

The European Union remains extremely concerned about the human rights situation 

in Belarus. This has deteriorated significantly since the last presidential elections held 

in December 2010, marked by a massive crackdown on political opponents, human 

rights activists and representatives of independent media. Several of these 

individuals, exercising their right to freedoms of association, assembly and 

expression, remain under detention and many more have been arrested over the 

past year and a half as part of a bid to silence civil society. We are worried that the 

continuing harassment and intimidation of representatives of the political opposition, 

human rights defenders, independent journalists and lawyers have further intensified 

in recent months i.a. through the increased use by the Belarusian authorities of short-

term arbitrary detentions and the imposition of arbitrary travel bans. An arrest, just a 

few days ago, of Andrzej Poczobut, an independent journalist, is just the latest 

example of the continued organized crackdown on the Belarusian civil society. As the 

parliamentary elections of 23 September are fast approaching, we fear that the 

situation will deteriorate and that freedom of expression, association and assembly 
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will be further stifled and punished. The EU urges the Government of Belarus to 

immediately and unconditionally release and rehabilitate fully all political prisoners, 

including the internationally renowned human rights defender Ales Byalyatski. The 

EU also calls for comprehensive, transparent and credible investigations into all 

reported cases of torture and ill-treatment and for perpetrators to be brought to 

justice. The EU also strongly condemns recent executions and is concerned that 

some of these were carried out in breach of interim measures imposed by the Human 

Rights Committee. We call on Belarus to join a global moratorium on the death 

penalty as a first step towards its universal abolition. 

 

Madame High Commissioner, 

 

Your report suggests that the ongoing violations of human rights in Belarus are of a 

systemic nature due to, inter alia, restrictive laws regulating civil and political rights 

further tightened by recent amendments aimed at curtailing the rights to freedoms of 

association, assembly and expression, including through restrictions placed on the 

use of internet. In your view, what is the impact of such restrictions on the work of 

human rights defenders and civil society representatives? Various recommendations 

regarding the compliance of Belarus’s national legislation with international human 

rights standards were provided to the country concerned in your oral report presented 

at HRC18. Which steps has the Government of Belarus taken to implement those 

recommendations? 

 

Madame High Commissioner, 

 

The European Union deplores the lack of cooperation by the Government of Belarus 

with your Office, as well as with other international human rights mechanisms. We 

regret that no access to the country has been granted for an OHCHR technical 

mission or to thematic Special Procedures, despite numerous calls to this effect. On 

the contrary, as your report points out, a number of civil society representatives have 

faced serious reprisals for their cooperation with international human rights 

mechanisms.  

 



 3

The EU believes that the human rights situation in Belarus requires the Council’s 

continued close attention and will therefore propose the establishment of a Special 

Rapporteur on Belarus in order to ensure dedicated and effective monitoring of the 

situation and reporting to the Council on developments, including measures taken by 

the Government to bring about its improvement.   

 

 

 

 

 


