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Thank you, Madam President. 

 

The EU welcomes today’s panel on women human rights defenders, and thanks the 

distinguished panelists for sharing their insights on this important issue.  

 

The EU recognises the significant risks and challenges faced by women human 

rights defenders including those working on women’s rights or gender issues, and 

those carrying out activities related to violence against women, impunity and sexual 

and reproductive rights. WHRDs are targeted not only because they are defenders of 

human rights but also because of the simple fact that they are women.  

 

As highlighted in the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders report to the 

Council in March 2011, these defenders are more at risk of violations including arrest, 

threats, killings, sexual violence, rape, torture, ill-treatment, criminalisation, prejudice, 

exclusion and repudiation. In addition the families of women human rights defenders 

are at times targeted.  

 

The EU wishes to acknowledge the extraordinary personal sacrifice paid by all 

women human rights defenders who despite these risks, continue to strive for respect 

for human rights for all. The EU would like to pose the following questions for the 

panel:  

1. The EU notes the continuation of appalling incidents of gender-based 
violence against women human rights defenders and those working on 
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women’s rights or gender issues and would welcome comments from the 

panel on best practices which have been put in place either by women human 

rights defenders themselves to increase their security or by States, regional or 

international mechanisms to effectively combat this reality and ensure those 

responsible are held to account.   

 

2. One cannot fail to recognise the significant role and voice of women human 

rights defenders in recent and continuing struggles for greater democracy and 

equality around the world.  From the panelists’ perspective how can States, 

regional organisations and the international community, ensure that these 

particularly vulnerable defenders are best protected against reprisals and 
the repercussions of their legitimate work in these precarious post-
conflict societies and in periods of transition?   

 
3. Finally, some countries and regional organisations have introduced protection 

mechanisms to protect and empower human rights defenders, could the 

panelists give examples of best practice models of preventive mechanisms 
which exhibit a gender-specific programme for the protection of women 
human rights defenders.  

Thank you, Madam President. 

 
 


