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EU Statement  
 

General Debate 

Item 3 

 
Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural 

rights, including the right to development 
 
 

Madam President, 
 
I have the honour of speaking on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro1, Iceland2 and Serbia*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidate Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, Armenia 
and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 
 
Our world faces many challenges, including extreme poverty, climate change, HIV/AIDS, food 
insecurity, lack of access to safe drinking water and sanitation, terrorism, or mass migrations, to 
name a few. But tackling such challenges cannot erode fundamental freedoms and lead to the use of 
repression. The sea of change, which has swept the entire globe, in particular, the Middle East and 
North Africa Region, over the past eighteen months, has highlighted the ever-growing need to 
strengthen all human rights in all regions of the world, for, as stated by the Vienna Declaration, the 
advancement of all human rights, and the promotion of sustainable development which contribute to 
peace and stability.  
 
In this context, we would like to commend the essential role played by human rights defenders, 
women and men, in promoting and protecting human rights, throughout the world.  
  
Recent events have also demonstrated the need to strengthen the respect for all human rights in all 
regions of the world, especially the equal participation of women and men, in particular in political 
life and decision-making, the role of civil society, freedom of expression through any media - on-
line and off-line -, freedom of religion or belief, freedom of association and of assembly and 
participatory mechanisms.  
 
Similarly, we have been reminded that, in situations of transition or in post-conflict situations, it is 
of paramount importance to create sustainable State structures and build capacities for good 

                                                 
1 Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
2 Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 



 

3 

governance, well functioning democracy and rule of law, as well as transitional justice. Conversely, 
persisting human rights violations, particularly torture and other forms of ill-treatment, the lack of 
fundamental freedoms and a prevailing culture of impunity can generate or perpetuate violent 
conflicts or exacerbate political, social and economic instability. That is indeed why the prevention 
and eradication of torture and ill-treatment, the abolition of the death penalty, as well as the fight 
against impunity, remain key priorities for the EU.  
 
Aware that no region in the world is "perfect" and that all States must be subject to international 
scrutiny, the EU reiterates its firm support for the work of the whole UN Human Rights machinery, 
especially the Human Rights Council. The EU thus welcomes the strengthening process of the 
treaty-monitoring body system provided that it will ultimately “result in strengthening the capacity 
of rights-holders". The EU also actively supports the work of the OHCHR and its field presences. 
The independence of the Office is crucial for performing its tasks in an effective and impartial 
manner.  
 
Yesterday, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the EU adopted a new Strategic Framework for 
Human Rights and Democracy, which will ensure more coherence between EU internal and 
external policies and further promote the enjoyment of all human rights by all, without 
discrimination, giving particular attention to the human rights of women, children, persons 
belonging to minorities, in particular Roma people, persons with disabilities, LGBT people, among 
others. In this context also, the EU condemns all acts of violence and intolerance, especially against 
persons belonging to minorities, in particular religious minorities, and calls on all Governments to 
promote and effectively protect the right of every individual to freedom of religion or belief. The 
EU also condemns any form of violence based on Sexual Orientation or Gender Identity, racial or 
ethnic origin.  
 
Madame President, 
 
In conclusion, it is the principles of universality, indivisibility and inter-relatedness of human rights 
that lay the foundations of peaceful and stable societies. States respecting human rights are also 
more reliable partners. That is the reason why the EU reiterates its own commitment to the 
protection and promotion of all human rights and calls upon all States to effectively strengthen the 
Human Rights machinery and seize all opportunities to improve the human rights situation 
worldwide.     
 
I thank you for your attention.      
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