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Madame President,  
 
The EU would like to thank all the panelists for their comprehensive presentations and their 
valuable remarks. We believe that it is important to promote dialogue between Governments, 
the UN and other stakeholders with regard to this very important issue and consider this 
panel as a good opportunity to engage in a discussion on identifying promising practices and 
challenges with regard to providing effective, prompt, just, transformative and culturally 
sensitive reparations for women who have been subjected to violence. 
 
The EU is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, equality and respect for 
human rights and therefore strongly advocates for an enhanced international response 
towards the elimination of violence against women and girls. I would like to recall that all 
forms of violence against women and girls seriously violate and impair or nullify the 
enjoyment by women and girls of their human rights and cannot therefore be ignored by the 
international community. It is the EUs firm believe that violence against women is a 
manifestation of the historically unequal power relations between men and women and 
adversely affects not only women and girls but society as a whole and therefore urgent 
action at national, regional and international levels is required. 
 
With regard to providing remedies for women and girls who have been subjected to violence, 
the EU would like to emphasize three important issues: 
 
First, the participation of women and girls in reparation processes is of utmost importance. 
This includes their participation in shaping, implementing, monitoring and evaluating 
reparations. Without their participation, initiatives taken in this regard are more likely to reflect 
men’s experience and their concerns, priorities and needs regarding redress. The 
involvement of women and girls would also significantly increase the chance of more 
structural reforms. The EU would be interested to have more information on promising 
practices in this regard.  
 
Secondly, in order to achieve a change in society as a whole, it is equally important to 
emphasize the critical role and responsibility of men in reparation processes. This is in 
particular important with regard to guarantees of non-repetition, such as gender-sensitive 
programmes, awareness-raising, education and training campaigns.         
 



 2

Lastly, the EU would like to underline the important work done by national and international 
judicial institutions, such as the International Criminal Court (ICC), in providing remedies for 
women and girls who have been subjected to violence. 
 
I thank you.  
 


