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Madame President,  
 
The European Union would like to thank the Special Rapporteur Ms. Farida Shaheed for the 
presentation of her report in the field of cultural rights  
 
In her report, the Special Rapporteur invites States to promote access to the benefits of 
science on a non-discriminatory basis, especially persons in vulnerable and marginalised 
situations, such as persons with disabilities, the elderly women and children. We would like 
to ask the Special Rapporteur to further elaborate on the ways through which states can 
facilitate access to scientific advances by vulnerable and marginalised individuals. 
 
Furthermore, the Special Rapporteur emphasises the importance of the protection and 
promotion of cultural heritage of all persons belonging to national and ethnic, religious or 
linguistic minorities which is under threat in many countries. Indeed non-discrimination is of 
paramount importance for the enjoyment of the cultural rights of persons belonging to 
minorities’. 
 
The Special Rapporteur also highlights the importance of the freedom of scientific research 
and the need to eradicate practices of political interference and censorship that go against 
the free engagement in critical thinking, freedom of expression, of association, and of access 
to, and use of, information. In this view, we would like to ask the Special Rapporteur on her 
views about the relationship between the development and implementation of codes of 
ethical standards and codes of scientific conduct on the one hand, and the preservation of 
the freedom of scientific research on the other. 
 
Finally, Madame President, 
 
The Special Rapporteur, in her report, recommends that States should protect all individuals 
against any harmful effects of the misuse of scientific and technological developments. Our 
last question for Ms. Shaheed concerns the kind practical actions that States might take in 
order to ensure that scientific progress is not utilised in a harmful manner? 
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Turning now to the Special rapporteur on Trafficking 
 
The European Union would like to thank you for your outstanding work and consistent 
engagement to combat trafficking in person.  You have been a champion and leader of the 
United Nations efforts to tackle this problem proactively and concretely, and we acknowledge 
and applaud your hard work.  We thank you for your presentation today and your report on 
the Rights Based Approach in the Prosecution of Cases of Human Trafficking. 
 
The European Union takes the problem of trafficking in persons very seriously and does its 
upmost to address this issue.  We recognize that progress in this area demands from all of 
us an unwavering commitment on the part of all stakeholders in both the international arena 
and in our own backyards.  The European Union stands ready to play its own active role.  
We note that it is not only important to strive for successful prosecution of human trafficking 
cases, due attention should also be placed on prevention of such cases in the first place. 
 
Your report (A/HR/20/18) addressed the challenges of a rights based approach to 
prosecuting cases of human trafficking.  In your conclusions and recommendations, you 
point out the potential of negative unintended consequences.  Can you give some examples 
of unintended negative consequences of certain laws and policies and expound on what you 
see as possible effective ways to safeguard against such dangers? 
 
In your recommendations we see some overlap of elements that would lead to effective 
remedies for the trafficked victims and successful prosecution of trafficking cases.  We would 
appreciate your thoughts on the connection between these two sides of the issue of human 
trafficking and whether there are points reinforcing each other or at tension in light of these 
two goals.  As such, we seek your views on whether you envision a holistic approach that 
would serve both objectives.   
 
In close, we reiterate our thanks for your work and commitment and look forward to 
continuing our support to your endeavors.   
 
I thank you for your attention. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


