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Thank you, Madame President,  
 
I have the honour the speak on behalf of the European Union.  

We would like to thank both Special Rapporteurs for their presentations.  

Regarding the question of occupational health, I would like to recall that the EU has 
adopted a wide variety of measures in the field of safety and health. According to EU 
legislation the employer has a duty to ensure the safety and health of workers in 
every aspect related to their work. The worker, on the other hand, has inter alia, the 
obligation to follow employers' health and safety instructions and to report potential 
dangers. The European Agency for Safety and Health at work is focusing on the 
Workplace Health Promotion (WHP) program, to improve the work organization and 
working environment. However, in the current international context the situation 
remains uneven across different countries, sectors, and categories of workers. In 
addition changes in the labor market are leading to new occupational health-related 
risks, while certain workplace illnesses are on the rise.   
 
Against this background, the EU would like to ask the following questions: 
 

1. Could the SR kindly elaborate on how to ensure the identification and the 
assessment of potential new occupational health-related risks?   

 
2. Job sectors, such as construction and agriculture, present higher than average 

risks of accidents at work, while groups, such as women or older workers are 
disproportionately affected. In your view, what measures should be taken to 
better tackle this situation?    
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3. Considering the current international context, could the SR provide any further 
guidance on relevant priorities and their timelines? 

Turning now the Special Rapporteur on the right to education 
  
 
Madam President, 
 
The European Union would like to express its appreciation to the Special Rapporteur 
on the right to education, Mr. Kishore Singh, for his report on normative action for 
quality education. We would like to reiterate our strong support to this mandate as an 
important tool to help realize the right to education to all people all over the world. 
 
We share the concerns about the low quality of education in different regions and 
believe that improving the quality of education is in itself an imperative in light of 
States’ overall human rights obligations. 
 
Madam President, 
 
In his report, the Special Rapporteur refers to a number of international initiatives to 
promote quality in education, including those undertaken by UNESCO, UNICEF, the 
Global Partnership for Education, Council of Europe, European Commission and 
others. We would like to ask Mr. Singh whether he plans to strengthen cooperation 
with such entities in order to further develop work on this area, and how he intends to 
proceed in this regard. 
 
Also, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against 
Children has recently launched a study on violence in the school context. Are there 
any plans for collaboration between the two mandates in this area? 
 
Finally, Madam President, as 2015 is approaching, the deadline set for achieving the 
Education for All targets is also coming closer. Is the Special Rapporteur planning to 
undertake any new initiatives to promote the achievement of such targets, in light of 
the fact that urgent and renewed efforts are necessary in this regard? And how does 
he plan to address quality concerns, in light of the fact that even progress achieved 
since 2000 is “seriously compromised by the low quality of education provided”? 
 
We thank the Special Rapporteur in advance for his reply. 
 
Thank you, Madam President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


