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Madam President, 

I have the honour to take the floor on  behalf  of the European Union. 

The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries, the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the 

EFTA country Liechtenstein, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the 

Republic of Moldova and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 

 

This special session is already the 4th one on the situation of Syria.  All EU member States 

have joined the call for this new special session, days after the heinous acts perpetrated by the 

Syrian regime against its own civilian population in the city of Houla, despite the agreed 

ceasefire and presence of UN observers. The lives of more than 100 people, including 49 

children, have been indiscriminately taken. UN High Commissioner Pillay described these 

atrocities as "possibly deliberate targeting of civilians, that could amount to crimes against 

humanity or other forms of international crime or violations of international law". 

I wished the international community’s strong condemnation of violence and gross violations 

of human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as its call for a peaceful transition, many 

                                                 
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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times expressed over the last year, had been heard by the Syrian regime. Regrettably that is 

not the case.  As we speak, the human rights violations against a large number of peaceful 

activists many of whom are incarcerated, continue and Syrian citizens are being killed and 

massacred by the own security forces that once pledged to protect them.  

The EU would like to recall this Council's resolution of 23 March with the utmost gravity, and 

calls on the Syrian Government, once again, to comply with the legitimate and pressing 

demands that the Human Rights Council has expressed, for the sake of peace and in defense 

of the Syrian people.  

All violence must be brought to an end immediately. The Syrian authorities must meet their 

responsibility to protect their population. 

The EU calls on the Syrian government to provide immediate access to Syria for the 

Independent Commission of Inquiry to investigate the crimes committed. The EU and its 

Member States reaffirm that there must be no impunity for the perpetrators of the crimes 

committed; those responsible for the violence across Syria will be held accountable for their 

actions.  This includes also the possible referral of the situation in Syria to the Prosecutor of 

the International Criminal Court by the UN Security Council.  

The EU believes in the possibility of a peaceful Syrian-led and inclusive dialogue leading to a 

political solution that would meet the aspirations of the Syrian people. In this respect, the EU 

expresses its strong support to Kofi Annan’s efforts and six point plan, as well as to the UN 

supervision mission to Syria (UNSMIS). However, the six-point plan is not an open-ended 

offer, but needs to be implemented fully and immediately; the plan and the deployment of 

UNSMIS constitute the best opportunity to support a peaceful solution to the crisis.  

 
The EU urges the UN Security Council to remain seized of the matter.  

Meanwhile, the EU will continue to impose and implement sanctions on the Syrian regime as 

long as the repression continues, and encourages partners to do the same.  
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Madam President,  

The EU pledges full support to the Syrian people who are proudly standing up for their rights 

to freedom and democracy. It is high time that they should be rewarded for their outstanding 

efforts in the pursuit of peace and dignity.  

I thank you, Madame President.      
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