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Geneva, 7 March 2012 

 
UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

19
th

 Session 

 

EU Statement  

General Debate 

Item 3 

 

Promotion and Protection of all Human Rights, Civil, Political, Economic,  

Social and Cultural, including Right to Development 

 

 

Madame President, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the EU. 

 

The Acceding State Croatia, The Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 

Montenegro
*
, Iceland

†
 and Serbia, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and 

potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine and Georgia align 

themselves with this declaration.  

 

Let me initiate by recalling that the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms lies at the 

core of the European Union. The European Union is founded on the principles of liberty, 

democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and the rule of law.  

 

The EU therefore firmly supports and promotes the universality, indivisibility, interrelatedness and 

interdependence of all human rights by all, irrespective of their sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion 

or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation.   

 

Madame President, 

 

The past year was filled with major challenges in the field of human rights. The worldwide 

economic and financial crisis has highlighted the fact that civil and political rights and economic, 

                                                 
*
 Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 
†
 Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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social and cultural rights are interrelated and mutually reinforcing. The food and energy crises, the 

on-going climate change, the famine catastrophe in the Horn of Africa and the Sahel region serve as 

concrete examples. It should be recalled that crisis situations and extreme poverty are often linked 

with lack of good governance and human rights violations.  

 

Democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed will of people to determine their own 

political systems. The Arab Spring has illustrated the central importance of freedom of expression, 

association and assembly - on-line as well as off-line; these rights underpin democracy. The 

European Union continues to reiterate that the implementation of these basic rights must be 

accompanied by dialogue with civil society and political reform, which starts with free and fair 

elections. Also, the respect for the rule of law, including access to justice and the right to a fair trial, 

is essential for the promotion and protection of human rights.   

 

One of the European Union’s foremost priorities is the eradication of torture and other forms of 

ill-treatment. Torture is a serious violation of human rights and of human integrity and dignity. 

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment being in most cases 

inflicted in secret and officially denied, makes the fight against such human rights violations 

particularly difficult and a continued challenge. In order to make full use of  international 

cooperation in this regard, the EU encourages all States to ratify the Optional Protocol to the 

Convention against Torture.   

 

Terrorism continues to be a real threat in many parts of the world. It is a threat that Governments 

must address robustly and effectively. In this regard, it is essential that Governments do not allow 

the fear of terrorism to override their obligations to respect international law and international 

human rights. The EU is convinced that effective counter-terrorism measures do not stand in 

contradiction with full compliance with human rights. On the contrary, full compliance with human 

rights contributes to reinforcing legitimacy, popular understanding and thus the effectiveness of 

counter-terrorism measures.  

 

The EU remains a staunch supporter of the right to freedom of religion or belief. The EU 

condemns all forms of intolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief.  The increasing 

number of episodes of violence and acts of intolerance against persons belonging to religious 

minorities around the world give cause to serious concern.  The EU calls on all Governments to take 

effective measures to safeguard this fundamental right.   
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Not one part of the world is immune to the resurgence of the scourge of racism - even in those 

countries where various communities have lived harmoniously for decades. Much remains to be 

done in order to combat racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. The EU 

therefore maintains its unwavering commitment to pursue the implementation of effective measures 

to combat racism – on the international, regional and national level. 

 

Madame President, 

The past year has put women's rights into the spotlight in many places. We have seen women's role 

and defending women's rights become highly visible in political transition and post-conflict 

situations. Women have played a crucial role in bringing about change in Northern Africa. We hope 

that the key role that women have played will be reflected fully in the institutional developments. 

Women must be at the heart of the discussions over the future order. We also condemn continued 

violence against women, including sexual violence and conflict-related sexual violence. The EU 

therefore is committed to ensuring reparations and redress to the victims, supporting all efforts to 

combat the prevailing culture of impunity for gender-based violence, including through the 

investigation of alleged abuses in order to hold perpetrators accountable.   

  

The EU warmly welcomes the Human Rights Council’s first panel discussion on discrimination and 

violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The EU denounces any form of 

discrimination and violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity and actively condemns 

the criminalization of consenting same-sex relations. However, discrimination and violence against 

LGBT people persist in all regions of the world, including within European societies. Therefore, we 

look forward to a fruitful discussion and expert advice on this important topic.    

 

The EU remains committed to protecting and promoting the rights of the child. To this end, the 

European Commission has launched  an "EU Agenda for the Rights of the Child" ensuring that EU 

policies that directly or indirectly affect children are designed, implemented, and monitored taking 

into account the principle of the best interests of the child. During this session, the EU will with 

great pleasure together with the group of Latin American and Caribbean countries run a joint 

initiative on the promotion and protection of the rights of the child. We also welcome the 

unanimous adoption by the UN General Assembly and the opening for signature of the new 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure. 

 

The year 2012 marks the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of 

Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. The EU believes that 

this represents an important opportunity to take stock of the progress made towards the full 
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realization of the rights of persons belonging to minorities, but also to talk about the many 

challenges that still persist. In this context, let me underline that by bringing persons belonging to 

minorities from all over the world together, the Forum on Minority Issues has contributed 

significantly to the promotion of the rights of persons belonging to minorities. 

 

I would like to conclude by highlighting the important and valuable work of civil society in the 

promotion of human rights and by paying a special tribute to the many courageous human rights 

defenders who put their own lives at risk for defending universal values. The European Union will 

continue to fully support these men and women in their valuable work.  

 

Thank you for your attention, Madame President. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


