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Professor Mendez,  
 
We warmly welcome you here at the 19th session of the Human Rights Council and thank 
you for your presentation today. We have read your report on commissions of inquiry with 
great interest. We would like to take this opportunity to assure you of the EU's continued 
strong support for your work.   
 
Your report makes clear that commissions of inquiry are complementary to effective judicial 
mechanisms and as such do not relieve States of their legal obligations. Could you further 
elaborate on the advantages of commissions of inquiry vis-a-vis a prosecutorial process, 
including the differences between the results obtained by using commissions with a national 
and an international mandate respectively? 
 
In your report, you have identified several best practices for commissions of inquiry, including 
the composition and mandate of the commission, methodology, and relationship with 
prosecution. If you were to highlight the key challenges related to establishing a commission 
of inquiry in a post-conflict situation, what would they be? Could you kindly expand on how 
the international community could develop best practices in order to ensure the effective 
contribution of commissions of inquiry to remedy torture with respect to the judicial process?  
 
With reference to your report on solitary confinement to the General Assembly in October, 
how would you see the international community best furthering discussions on this important 
issue?  
 
Relating to your mandate on urgent actions and allegations of violations of the prohibition on 
torture, how do you envisage practical solutions to such cases? 
 
Finally, we would be interested in hearing more regarding your plans for future country visits. 
According to your report, there are several pending requests for invitations for visits to a 
number of countries. How can the international community best help in overcoming this 
problem? 
 
Thank you, Professor Mendez. 
 
 
 

 


