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Mr President, Madame Special Rapporteur, 
 
The European Union wishes to thank the Special Rapporteur for her report and in particular 
for her focus on groups of human rights defenders whose roles are often not given enough 
recognition. 
 
Regrettably, as indicated in your report, the journalist and media workers are persecuted and 
intimidated for exposing human rights violations in all regions of the world. In particular, 
recent events in Syria and the tragic deaths of journalists and media workers there have 
highlighted the important work of carried out by this group in the defence of human rights.  It 
is most welcome that the Special Rapporteur has reiterated their role as human rights 
defenders. 
 
What concrete measures to enhance the security of these groups of defenders can be 
envisaged?     We share the Special Rapporteur’s concern at reports received indicating that  
State actors, including Government officials, State security forces and the judiciary are 
perpetrators of many of the violations committed against human rights defenders.   Could the 
Special Rapporteur provide further analysis in due course on how the measures outlined in 
her 2009 report on the security of defenders could be applied to these groups? 
 
Current events in the Middle East and North Africa, but also in other regions have also 
underlined the importance of the work carried out by the broader family of bloggers and 
media workers.     How does the Special Rapporteur envisage that an enabling environment 
can be created for these workers, as called for in resolutions adopted by this Council? 
 
Defenders working on land and environmental issues appear to be at particular risk due to 
impunity for attacks against them.    The report of the Special Rapporteur has been useful in 
highlighting the particular vulnerability of this group and of the need for their voice to be 
heard.    It is important that every effort be made by this Council to ensure that their voice is 
heard and the specific efforts are made to consult with this group of defenders. Could the 
Special Rapporteur comment on how consultation with this group of defenders can be 
improved by the Special Procedures as a whole and of any further plans she herself might 
have in this regard? 
 
We are deeply concerned about the raids on the offices of NGOs in Egypt, their subsequent 
prosecution and the ultimate outcome of the legal process. We hope NGOs will soon be able 
to resume their valuable work in Egypt unhindered. Has the Special Rapporteur been in 
touch with the authorities in Egypt to discuss this?  
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Finally, let me reiterate again the full support of the European Union for the mandate of the 
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders. 
 
Thank you Mme Special Rapporteur. 

 


