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ECOSOC  

High-level segment 

(1-4 July 2013) 

 

Thematic debate: “The contribution of the Economic and Social Council to the elaboration of 
the Post-2015 Development - Geneva – 4 July 2013 

 

EU Statement 

 
Mister chair,  

 

On behalf of the EU and its Member States, let me first recall that ECOSOC is the principal organ 

for the integrated and coordinated follow-up of outcomes of all major UN conferences and summits 

in the economic, social, environmental and related fields. The Rio+20 outcome has reaffirmed that 

ECOSOC is a central mechanism for the coordination of the UN development system and 

recognized its key role in achieving a balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 

development.  

 

We believe that we need to make best use of ECOSOC's convening power and improve its ability to 

discharge its core mandates. A strong synergy between the High Level Political Forum on 

sustainable development agreed in Rio and ECOSOC will contribute to a high degree of consistency 

and convergence in sustainable development discussions and ensure an integrated approach 

addressing all its dimensions.  

 

We approach today's thematic debate in this spirit. 

 

Mister Chair, let me now turn to the post 2015 development agenda. 

 

Let me first repeat, as we have said many times, that preparing for post 2015 does not  mean that we 

stop acting today, tomorrow and in the remaining 850 days leading up to 2015. We are therefore 

looking forward to the 25th September Special Event to reaffirm our collective commitment to the 

Millennium Declaration and the outcome document of the 2010 Summit on the MDGs and remain 

committed to doing our utmost to help achieve the MDGs in the run up to 2015. 
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Secondly, we strongly believe that the post-2015 process should reinforce the international 

community’s commitment to poverty eradication in all its dimensions, including ending extreme 

poverty in a single generation, and sustainable development, ensuring sustainable prosperity and 

well-being of all people within planetary boundaries.  Currently too often economic, social and 

environmental issues are considered separately with different mandates, different financing, 

different monitoring and different accountability mechanisms. The new framework should ensure 

the integration of the three interrelated dimensions of sustainable development, (economic, social 

and environmental) in a balanced way. It should be a single comprehensive and coherent framework 

for effective delivery and results at all levels. It should be defined around a single set of global 

goals in order to drive action in all countries. It should be global in aspiration and coverage and 

universally applicable, while being based on national ownership and taking into account different 

national contexts, capacities and levels of development and respecting national policies and 

priorities.  

 

ECOSOC, starting with the deliberation of this substantive session, can make an important 

contribution to this process. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


