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ECOSOC  

High-level segment  
 

(1-4 July 2013) 
 

Annual Ministerial Review on the theme   
“Science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture, for promoting sustainable 

development and achieving the Millennium Development Goals" 
 

EU Statement 

Chair,  

 

On behalf of the European Union and its Member States, I would like to confirm the centrality and 

timeliness of this year's theme for the ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review. Science, technology 

and innovation and culture are indeed essential enablers and drivers for the achievement of the 

MDGs and in promoting all dimensions of sustainable development.  

 

The European Union and its Member States have already contributed and will further contribute to 

this agenda as an innovation hub for science and technology solutions that address global societal 

challenges including the transition towards a greener economy, climate action, sustainable 

agriculture, food security, strengthening health and meeting the Millennium Development Goals. 

Indeed, innovation in products, services and business models is placed at the heart of the European 

Union’s ten-year growth strategy, Europe 2020 and the Innovation Union Flagship initiative.  In a 

changing world, we want the European Union to become a smart, sustainable and inclusive 

economy avoiding the shortcomings of previous growth models. Innovative ideas must be turned 

into products and services that create growth and jobs and improve people's lives in a sustainable 

fashion. 

 

The new Framework Programme for Research and Innovation – Horizon 2020 – will aim at 

developing further the Innovation Union and will support eco-innovation.  Through the Framework 

Programmes on Research and Technological Development we have funded research in different 

fields addressing environmental, economic and social global concerns, involving partners from third 

countries, with an overall contribution of over 450 million euro to common research projects with 

partners from emerging economies and developing countries.  
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In view of Horizon 2020, the European Commission put forward a new strategy for international 

research and innovation cooperation. Among other objectives, the strategy on "Enhancing and 

focusing EU international cooperation in research and innovation" calls for joint actions in science, 

technology and innovation with both developing and industrialised or emerging countries to address 

global challenges. These include the green economy as a means to achieve sustainable 

development, climate action, sustainable agriculture, food security and health. The result will be to 

boost the European Union and wider collective efforts towards the Millennium Development Goals, 

the post-2015 development framework, the Rio+20 follow-up and various relevant G20 actions.  

 

In short, building capacities on research and innovation is a very effective tool to achieve and 

capitalise on the millennium goals. Setting a focus on global societal challenges in national research 

and innovation agendas will avoid dispersion of efforts and facilitate joint international work. 

Investing in a stronger science, technology and innovation base and in the development of a growth-

enhancing business environment, qualified human resources, and world-class research and ICT 

infrastructures does pay off.  

 

Chair, 

 

By way of examples I would like to stress the importance of science, technology and innovation for 

food security and global health. 

 

First, increasing food availability implies more demand-driven research and innovation in the public 

domain, giving sufficient attention to traditional knowledge and diversified food crops, and making 

sure that innovations are accessible to farmers and suited to their needs. A common policy 

framework for the European Union and its Member States assists developing countries in 

addressing food security and nutrition in the fight against world hunger and malnutrition, thereby 

contributing towards achieving MDG 1. Within this policy framework, the European Union and its 

Member States will:  1/ Focus on ecologically efficient agricultural intensification for smallholder 

farmers, and in particular women, by providing support for effective and sustainable national 

policies, strategies and legal frameworks, and for equitable and sustainable access to resources, 

including land, water, (micro) credit and other agricultural inputs. 2/ Increase substantially support 

to demand-led agricultural research for development, extension and innovation, aiming to reach 

50% as measured against a 2010 baseline by 2015. Research in the public domain will rely on 

traditional knowledge and on new technologies. It will not promote technologies that are not 
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sustainable or that are incompatible with national capacities to regulate and manage risks. 3/ 

Actively support greater participation of civil society and farmer organisations in policy making and 

research programmes and increase their involvement in the implementation and evaluation of 

government programmes. In this context linkages between EU farmer organisations and those from 

developing countries will be promoted. 

 

Moreover, the depletion of fossil resources calls for a shift towards a new, post-petroleum society. 

In February 2012, the European Commission launched a new strategy on the Bioeconomy. The 

actions in this proposal aim at driving the transition from a fossil-based economy to a sustainable 

bio-economy in Europe, with research and innovation at its core. As an example, the bio-based 

industries can strongly contribute to the replacement of oil-based products with those made from 

biological waste.   

 

In this context, we welcome initiatives to promote agricultural research and innovation, with a view 

to improving agricultural productivity, sustainability and resilience through research, knowledge-

sharing, capacity building and promoting cooperation and partnerships with the private sector. It is, 

however, important to ensure full coherence and synergy with existing national, regional and global 

initiatives on sustainable agriculture-related research, development and innovation. In this context, 

it is crucial to capitalise on the efforts of the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) and 

the Global Conference on Agricultural Research for Development (GCARD). Important questions 

to be addressed are how to continue supporting the Consultative Group for International 

Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and strengthening efforts at all levels to identify, assess, prioritise, 

monitor and evaluate investments in agricultural innovation systems and support agricultural 

science and technology indicators, so as to further enhance access to technology transfer. 

 

Second, the European Union also has a longstanding commitment to respond to global health 

challenges, with research and innovation. This commitment is clearly reflected in the EU's 

partnership approach that resulted in the launch of several international initiatives in global health 

research. 

 

The European Commission and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation signed on 10 June 2013 an 

agreement to pool resources for research into HIV/Aids, tuberculosis, malaria and other poverty-

related diseases. This is a very concrete example of how science, technology and innovation 

contribute strongly to the Millennium Goals. It draws on the work of the European and Developing 
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Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) programme with sub-Saharan Africa to fight 

poverty-related diseases. 

 

Aligning national priorities and investment efforts on issues which have a major global health 

impact has proven a most effective way of working together at the international level. The 

coordination of national research programmes with the joint programming initiative on 

antimicrobial drug resistance or on brain-related diseases, such as Alzheimer, has proven extremely 

valuable in this respect.  

 

Finally, the recent international initiative on Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Diseases 

Preparedness to better control and contain new and emerging epidemics across the globe is another 

concrete example of how things can be moved forward in an operational way with joint 

international action. 

 

Beyond agriculture and food security the European Union and its member states have worked 

together with developing countries in many other fields of research and development, including in 

the area of clean and environmental technology, natural hazards, earth observation, ICT, and health. 

Support has been provided in terms of exchange of researchers and students, twinning arrangements 

and direct support to research institutions in developing countries, but also through demonstration 

and pilot activities. The EU-Africa Pilot Project on Waste Management is a recent example of 

ongoing international cooperation between the EU and Africa on research and innovation in the 

field of waste management and recovery of raw materials. It is geared towards raising awareness 

among policy makers on challenges and opportunities related to waste management and raw 

material recovery and promoting knowledge transfer and innovation in environmental technologies 

in these fields by means of a roadmap of potential joint European-African research and innovation 

actions. In the past the EU successfully established similar political/research infrastructures with 

African Countries in a key areas such as e-Infrastructures. 

 

Europe is also one of the world’s leading players in the advancement of Earth Observation 

technologies and related environmental applications. European Earth Observation covers remote 

sensing satellite, ground-based, air-based and ocean-based monitoring devices. They enable the 

collection of high quality observation data for different purposes such as urban planning, adaptation 

to climate change, disaster reduction, disease control and humanitarian relief. The EC is one of the 

five co-chairs of the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and supported the first implementation 
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phase of the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). Further support is foreseen in 

the future. GEOSS is an example of how research cooperation has already substantially progressed 

towards meeting the needs for long-term global information as a basis for decision making and 

support to sustainable development objectives. 

 

Chair, 

 

Before closing I would also like to stress that we attach great importance to the contribution of 

culture to sustainable human, social and economic development and the achievement of the MDGs, 

as also emphasized in the resolution of November 2010 on culture and development. In this context 

we also acknowledge the progress made since the adoption of the UNESCO 2005 Convention on 

the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. 

 

Culture and the creative industries have an economic potential but also contribute to sustainable 

development in a fast urban transition in most partner countries, both through heritage and cultural 

tourism, participation of local populations but also through environmentally conscious actors in 

urban planning and the better life it offers to citizens. 

 

We provide support to the cultural and creative sectors in developing countries, helping preserve the 

diversity of material and immaterial heritage, and providing assistance and vocational training for 

culture professionals. Overall, funding for culture under EU development cooperation was more 

than 200 million euro for the period 2007-2013, an increase of more than 100% compared to 

previous allocations. 

 

Our aim is to promote culture as a contributor in the achievement of shared objectives in the area of 

human rights, democracy and good governance. Close cooperation with the civil society and the 

private sector during the process is an important factor. 

 

In closing, Chair, let me reiterate our conviction that science, technology, innovation and culture are 

key enablers of change. Without their contribution the world stands no chance to achieve 

sustainable development and as such they need to be considered in the elaboration of the post 2015 

framework. 

 

Thank you. 


