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EU Statement 

Mr. President, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, 

Montenegro*, Iceland†, and Serbia*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania, and Bosnia and Herzegovina and the EFTA 

country Liechtenstein, members of the European Economic Area, as well as the Republic 

of Moldova, Armenia,  and Georgia align themselves with this declaration.  

 

As the ECOSOC turns to the discussion on the "Advancement of Women" and reviews 

the report on the fifty-seventh session of the Commission on the Status of Women, we 

would like to underline here again that we strongly welcome the adoption of this year's 

Agreed Conclusions, which recognize the close linkages between gender discrimination 

and violence against women and girls. Violence against women is a clear violation of the 

human rights of women. Neither custom, tradition, culture, privacy, religion, nor so-

called honour can be invoked to justify violence, or to avoid the obligations of States with 

respect to its prevention and elimination, and effective prosecution of perpetrators. We 

strongly call on all UN Member States and UN agencies to implement the Agreed 

Conclusions.  

 

The Commission on the Status of Women has over the years played an important role in 

setting standards to guide the UN system and member States in implementing 

                                                 
* The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process 
 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area 



internationally agreed goals for gender equality and the empowerment of women. Our 

work has been and shall continue to be based on the international agreements and 

commitments. These instruments provide a shared and universally-supported basis for our 

work and guidance also for the work of other UN fora and actions by Member States. We 

can only deliver on common goals and the specific mandate of the Commission to 

promote and protect the rights and situation of women if we uphold these standards and 

prioritize their implementation, and increase our vigilance against any attempt to 

backtrack from them or dilute their content. 

 

Let me therefore reaffirm our strong support for the continuous advancement of women. 

We encourage worldwide efforts to foster the implementation of the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) as well as other 

international instruments and commitments on gender equality and the empowerment of 

women. Gender equality is a fundamental right enshrined in the EU Treaty and 

guaranteed by the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. It is a common value and core 

objective, also strongly present in our external action. It is reflected not only in a large 

body of European legislative texts dedicated to gender equality and women's 

empowerment as well as policy frameworks such as the Strategy for Equality between 

Women and Men for 2010-2015, but also a highly important feature of EU assistance 

throughout the world. Despite the many activities of the EU and its Member States in this 

area, we regret to note that, aside from significant progress in certain sectors such as 

education, the objectives set out in the Millennium Development goals (MDGs) related to 

gender equality and women's empowerment are far from being achieved. In particular, 

maternal mortality continues to be pervasive and sexual and gender-based violence 

remains, sadly, a daily occurrence, and a violation of human rights, with dramatic 

consequences for our societies.  

 

The international community must do more. In this regard, we welcome the report of the 

Secretary-General’s High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda and the strong focus it places on gender equality and the empowerment of 

women and girls. The EU and its Member States are committed to ensuring that the Post 

2015 development agenda delivers concrete progress for women and girls.  

Mr. President, 



The EU welcomes the key role that UN Women plays in eliminating violence against 

women and girls through its programmes, technical assistance, advocacy and normative 

work, and also through its leadership and coordination of efforts across the UN. The EU 

and UN Women in 2012 signed a Memorandum of Understanding to foster policy 

dialogue and cooperation in several fields, including combating sexual and gender based 

violence. The EU also supports the UN Women COMMIT initiative. Allow me also to 

congratulate the recently appointed new head of UN Women Ms Phumzile Mlambo-

Ngcuka. The EU stands ready to fully support her work. 

 

Mr President, 

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action remains a highly relevant and valuable 

normative instrument and we would like to reiterate our strong support to its full 

implementation. As evidence shows, it is far from being implemented in full in any 

country. We trust that the Commission on the Status of Women and other relevant bodies 

will seek ways to accelerate its implementation in their next sessions with the perspective 

of advancing the cause of gender equality and the empowerment of women 

worldwide.Let me close by expressing our support to mainstreaming a gender perspective 

into all policies and programmes in the UN system and to the related resolution that the 

ECOSOC adopts today. 

 

Thank you, Mr. President.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


