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Mr. President, 

 

I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the European Union and its 

Member States. 

 

The EU and its Member States welcome the successful conclusion of the 16th session of 

the Commission on Science and Technology for Development and the report of the 

Commission, as well as the two draft resolutions contained therein. We commend the 

CSTD for reaching an acceptable compromise on the draft resolutions, following 

extensive and thorough discussions by its members. 

  

We note that, in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 57/270 B and 60/252, 

and Economic and Social Council resolution 2006/46, the Commission for Science and 

Technology shall effectively assist the Economic and Social Council as the focal point in 

the system wide follow-up, in particular the review and assessment of progress made in 

implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society. The 

resolution we are adopting today entitled “Assessment of the progress made in the 

implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the 

Information Society” reaffirms that the Commission will continue fulfilling this 

important role by, inter alia collecting inputs from all facilitators and stakeholders and 

organizing a substantive discussion during its seventeenth Session in 2014 on the 

progress made in the implementation of the WSIS outcomes. 

  

We recall that a decision on the modalities for the overall review of the World Summit on 



Information Society will be taken by the United Nations General Assembly later this 

year, and that the Commission, upon completion of its 18th Session in 2015, will submit 

its ten-year review of the progress made in the implementation of WSIS outcomes 

through ECOSOC to the General Assembly. 

 

 We will actively participate in the forthcoming discussions on the WSIS overall review, 

and look forward to the outcomes of the individual reviews being undertaken by WSIS 

action line holders, such as the first WSIS+10 review entitled “Towards knowledge based 

societies for peace and sustainable development” hosted by UNESCO in February of 

2013 and the ITU WSIS+10 review conference to be held in Sharm El Sheik, Egypt in 

2014.  It is essential that we conduct a thorough and inclusive review, with the full 

involvement of all stakeholders, before discussing and agreeing with all relevant 

stakeholders the appropriate future steps required to fully achieve an Information and 

Knowledge society. 

 


