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Mr Chair, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
*
, 

Montenegro*
 
and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and 

potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration.  

                                                 
* The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 

Collectively, the EU and its Member States remain the world’s biggest humanitarian 

donor. Even at times of economic crisis in much of Europe, our solidarity with those in 

need, and our commitment to continue helping save lives and reduce human suffering 

through principled humanitarian assistance, remain intact. We pursue our objectives in 

line with the European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid, which is the core document 

guiding our principled and needs-based humanitarian aid policy. 

 

We wish to start by reiterating our strong support for the work of the Emergency Relief 

Coordinator Valerie Amos and of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs. OCHA’s core tasks of humanitarian coordination and advocacy, and the 

collective performance and accountability of the UN multilateral system, in particular at 

the field level, continue to be critical to the effective and efficient delivery of 

humanitarian assistance. 

 



 

 

Mr Chair,  

 

We believe that the effectiveness of the international humanitarian system is continuing 

to improve and we commend the progress already accomplished in this respect. At the 

same time, we also believe that there is still ample room to further collectively improve 

the system’s effectiveness, notably through the implementation of the IASC 

Transformative Agenda in its key aspects of strong humanitarian leadership, strengthened 

coordination, and accountability. To arrive at an effective and targeted response, we need 

a shared understanding of humanitarian needs, and therefore urge the UN to continue to 

work towards common/coordinated needs assessments. Humanitarian decision-making 

needs to be based on reliable data, situational evidence and response analysis.  

 

While we need to continue trying to make the current system work better, we also believe 

that it is important to adapt the system to a changing world. For this reason, the EU and 

its Member States welcome the commitment by the Secretary-General to make the 

current humanitarian system more effective. The World Humanitarian Summit in 2015 

can contribute in this regard by inter alia making the humanitarian system more inclusive 

and accountable. The Summit should help further consolidate the core humanitarian 

principles, or – if I may paraphrase European integration jargon – our common acquis 

humanitaire. We also believe that the consultation process leading up to the Summit 

should be as inclusive as possible of different types of actors of the humanitarian system 

– member states, but also directly the affected populations, and civil society. On several 

of the topics proposed for discussion, the initial thinking at the level of the EU points in a 

similar direction. We intend to actively contribute to this process including through our 

own reflection on the modernisation of EU humanitarian aid. We have recently organised 

a large stakeholder consultation to gather views on how to further improve the EU 

humanitarian aid in our changing world, including through support to the international 

system. 



 

The EU and its member states remain at the forefront of the international resilience 

agenda. One key horizontal priority for the EU is to consolidate the significant progress 

being made in making resilience a shared goal of humanitarian and development 

assistance, and ensuring that these different tools work seamlessly together. Working on 

the root causes of a crisis is essential to address chronic situations of vulnerability. 

Following last year’s policy paper or "communication" from the European Commission, 

the EU Council has recently adopted conclusions on resilience, and an EU action plan has 

been developed so as to influence the implementation on the ground by governments and 

donors working together. Going beyond the successful experiences of AGIR for the Sahel 

and SHARE for the Horn of Africa, the aim of this action plan is to inform all future EU 

development and humanitarian programmes by joint risk and strategic assessments 

addressing resilience-building. The strengthening of disaster resilience through disaster 

risk reduction, including preparedness is the primary responsibility of national 

governments, supported primarily by international development but also humanitarian 

partners. At global level, the coming work on the post-Hyogo framework will be crucial 

in this respect.  

 

Mr Chair,  

 

Humanitarian needs persist not only as a consequence of increasingly frequent and 

intense natural disasters, but also of deadly conflict, with Syria being the most dramatic 

humanitarian situation facing the world today. There can be no humanitarian solution to a 

crisis of this type. Knowing this, it is important to focus aid efforts on all the population 

in need of life-saving assistance regardless of the side of the front line they are on. From 

Syria to Sudan, from Mali to Afghanistan, there are still too many people whom 

humanitarian assistance can not reach, or who are not allowed to receive aid in a safe 

environment The European Union urges all parties to the conflict to grant unimpeded 

access to the affected population, and recalls that any arbitrary denial of access 

constitutes a violation of international humanitarian law. Humanitarian workers or 

medical workers also continue to be systematically targeted, killed, wounded, or 

kidnapped, which is equally illegal and unacceptable and which we strongly condemn.  

 



Mr Chair,  

 

Many of these themes will be addressed during these two and a half days. This is why the 

Humanitarian Affairs Segment of ECOSOC remains such a key forum for the 

humanitarian community to come together and discuss the current and future challenges 

for humanitarian actors and our joint response. In this respect, we wish to once again 

thank the Secretary General for his excellent report. We also wish to gratefully 

acknowledge the role of Pakistan as Chair of the humanitarian affairs segment, including 

in effectively facilitating – together with Switzerland – this year’s humanitarian 

resolution of ECOSOC in New York, and in chairing our discussions here in Geneva. We 

look forward to fruitful discussions, which should help ensure that our humanitarian 

assistance, both today and tomorrow, will remain fit for purpose. I thank you.  

 

 


