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Mr. Coordinator  

I am taking the floor on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

We are particularly concerned by the use of Improvised Explosive Devices by illegal armed 
groups, terrorists and other unauthorised recipients, which has continued to grow dramatically 
in recent years. We are deeply concerned by the indiscriminate effects of IEDs which have a 
devastating impact at regional and national levels, particularly on civilian populations 

We are appalled by the heinous terrorist attacks everywhere in the world and confirm the full 
support of the EU and its Member States in fighting terrorism and promoting our common 
values of peace, freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

Mr. President, 

Let us take the opportunity to express our gratitude to the Coordinators, France and Moldova, 
for their valuable work in the CCW on this topic. Over the past four years, discussions in the 
CCW have contributed to increasing awareness of the IED threat and have proven to be a 
useful platform for exchange of information and best practices on countering the impact of 
IEDs.  

We are convinced that information sharing and international cooperation can make a 
significant contribution to addressing the challenges posed by IEDs. The compilation of 
existing guidelines, best practices, and other recommendations aiming at addressing the 
diversion or illicit use of materials that can be used for IEDs is a useful tool to this end. 
Equally, the idea of a database, portal or platform deserves consideration. We are also looking 
forward to the first assessment of the responses to the questionnaire on national counter-IED 
frameworks. This would help to improve international cooperation in counter-IED efforts. We 
also reaffirm our interest in continuing discussions on promoting assistance also to the victims 
of IEDs. 

We welcome the recommendation by the Coordinators to continue our discussions this year, 
with a focus also on two topics: measures to prevent the diversion of explosives for use in 
IEDs and information sharing on detection and counter measures techniques.   

We have already adopted a number of concrete measures to reduce the possibility of misuse 
of explosives for use in IEDs. These measures are applied in all European Union Member 



States and are designed to ensure cooperation between all stakeholders, in particular EU 
Member States, industry and Europol.  

In this vein, we have developed harmonised rules concerning the Marketing and Use of 
Explosives Precursors, targeted at chemical substances that could be misused for the illicit 
manufacture of explosives. These measures limit their availability to the general public and 
ensure the appropriate reporting of suspicious transactions with the products of concern. 

Additionally,  the restriction of explosives precursors is part of the EU Action Plan on 
Enhancing the Security of Explosives, which contains a number of measures to prevent, detect 
and respond to the illicit use of explosives, as well as the development of information sharing 
and research mechanisms. Furthermore, the EU legislation on explosives for civil use ensures 
the harmonisation of the relevant laws of EU Member States and sets up a system for the 
identification and traceability of explosives for civil use, information exchange networks and 
harmonisation of safety requirements. 

The EU Action Plan against the illicit Trafficking and Use of Firearms and Explosives of 
December 2015 that was adopted after the attacks in November in Paris, commits the EU and 
its Member States to strengthen the implementation of existing measures with regard to the 
securing of explosives and speeds up the revision of the Regulation on Explosive Precursors 
in order to increase its effectiveness.  

I would also like to recall that all EU Member States supported the first ever Resolution on 
'Countering the threat posed by IEDs', submitted at the 2015 session of the UNGA First 
Committee by Afghanistan, Australia and France. 

As 2016 is the year of the Review of the Convention, we believe it is important to continue 
our discussions with a view to identifying concrete options for further work on this issue, to 
be decided at the Fifth Review Conference in December this year. 

Thank you 
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