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Conference on Disarmament 
EU Opening Statement 

2 February, 2016 
 

Mr President,     
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia.  
 
Let me first congratulate you on the assumption of the post as the first President of the 
Conference on Disarmament during its 2016 session. We will fully support you in your efforts 
to achieve a successful start of this session. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
outgoing Presidents for their untiring efforts during the past year.  
 
We take this opportunity to thank the Secretary-General of the United Nations for his message 
to the CD delivered by the Acting High Representative for Disarmament Affairs and for his 
commitment and interest in the work of the Conference. We heard again his urgent appeal to 
this Conference to start long overdue negotiations. We will work to see effective follow-up to 
it. 
   
We strongly support the United Nations and effective multilateralism. The role and 
contribution of the UN disarmament machinery, the components of which are mutually 
reinforcing, are crucial and irreplaceable. Recent positive developments in the field of 
disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control, such as the historic agreement in July, 2015 
between the E3/EU+3 and Iran on a Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and 
reaching its Implementation Day on 16 January, 2016 demonstrate that deliberations and 
negotiations in these fields can produce concrete results.  The successful outcome of the First 
Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty in Cancun in August 2015 is also to be 
highlighted. 
 
The adoption of a Programme of Work will require sustained political efforts from all CD 
members. We should spare no efforts to bring the CD back on track and remain open to any 
new initiatives that command consensus. We will work with you, Mr President, to achieve 
this objective and urge all Member States of the Conference to engage constructively to this 
end.  
 
For the European Union, the immediate commencement and early conclusion of the 
negotiation in the Conference on Disarmament of a Treaty banning the production of fissile 
material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, on the basis of document 
CD/1299 and the mandate contained therein, remains a clear priority. We call on all CD 
member states to start negotiations on such a Treaty without delay and to begin work on the 
other issues on the agenda in line with the adopted Programme of Work CD/1864. We call on 
all states possessing nuclear weapons that have not done so to declare and uphold an 
immediate moratorium on the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other 
nuclear explosive devices.  
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We welcome the report of the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on a Treaty banning the 
production of fissile material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices. It 
reflects the views expressed and identifies areas of convergence and divergence on key 
aspects of a Treaty. The report should serve as a useful guidance in bringing the Conference 
on Disarmament closer to future negotiations on this important issue. All EU Member States 
supported UN General Assembly resolution 70/39 on a Treaty banning the production of 
fissile material for nuclear weapons and other explosive devices submitted by Canada. 
 
We would like to reiterate EU member States' longstanding commitment to the enlargement 
of the Conference. We underline the importance of furthering substantive consultations on the 
expansion of its membership and strongly support to have a formal discussion on this issue as 
requested by the Observer States and the appointment of a special coordinator in this respect. 
 
We welcome enhanced interaction between civil society and the CD and we hope that further 
steps towards broadened contribution of NGOs and research institutions, in an inclusive 
manner, to the work of the Conference can be taken in the future. 
 
The European Union regards the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as the cornerstone 
of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime, the essential foundation for the pursuit of 
nuclear disarmament in accordance with Article VI of the NPT and an important element in 
the further development of nuclear energy applications for peaceful purposes. A key priority 
for the EU is to uphold and preserve the NPT as a multilateral instrument for reinforcing 
international peace, security and stability and strengthen its implementation. The 
universalization of the NPT is of critical importance: the EU calls upon States that have not 
yet done so to join the Treaty as non-nuclear weapon states without delay and conditions. 
 
While regretting that it was not possible to reach consensus on a final document at the 2015 
Review Conference and bearing in mind the current severe security environment, we reiterate 
the European Union's strong support for all three pillars of the Treaty and call for the 
implementation of all commitments assumed under it or undertaken during previous Review 
Conferences. 
 
The European Union stands ready to contribute actively to the objectives of the peaceful use 
of outer space and of the prevention of an arms race in outer space. Recalling the EU proposal 
for an international code of conduct for outer space activities, we continue to believe that 
responsible space-faring nations as well as those who aspire to become space-faring nations 
should endeavour to agree on key principles in order to preserve outer space as a global 
common good. We hope that all nations would render their support to such a step, with the 
shared sense of urgency and responsibility for preserving outer space for the peaceful use by 
all humankind. 
 
In conclusion, let me recall that in response to the announcement by the DPRK that it had 
conducted a nuclear test, in her statement of 6 January 2016, EU High Representative 
Federica Mogherini stressed that such an action represents "a grave violation of the DPRK's 
international obligations not to produce or test nuclear weapons, as determined by several UN 
Security Council Resolutions, and a threat to the peace and security of the entire North East 
Asia region".  
 



3 

 

The EU condemns in the strongest possible terms this irresponsible act. It is a further major 
violation by the DPRK of United Nations Security Council resolutions 1718, 1874, 2087 and 
2094 and its obligations under the NPT. It is also a serious breach of the international non-
proliferation regime and of the nuclear test moratorium which has become a de facto 
international norm. The DPRK is the only State to have conducted nuclear tests in the 21st 
century. The European Union will be in contact with its partners to discuss appropriate 
measures to build a firm and unified response aimed at demonstrating to the DPRK that there 
are serious consequences for continued violations of UN Security Council and IAEA 
Resolutions. The EU urges the DPRK to comply with all its international obligations  fully, 
unconditionally and without delay, to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) and to abandon its nuclear weapons programme, including its uranium 
enrichment programme, in a complete, verifiable and irreversible manner.  
 
In this context, I would also like to mention that in view of the twentieth anniversary of the 
signature of the CTBT, the EU adopted and is working on the implementation of the Action 
Plan in support of the Treaty and its entry into force. We call upon all states that have not yet 
done so, especially Annex II states, to ratify this Treaty as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you 


