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Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) 
Annual Meeting of States Parties 
Geneva, 14-18 December, 2015 
EU Statement – General Debate 

 

Mr Chairman, 

Let me first, on behalf of the European Union, congratulate you on assuming the Presidency 
of our meeting and assure you of our full cooperation and support.  

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the Republic of 
Moldova and Georgia. 

The European Union continues to support strongly the Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention (BTWC) as the cornerstone of international efforts to prevent biological agents or 
toxins from ever being developed, produced or otherwise acquired and used as weapons. It is 
a crucial element of our collective security and one of the key instruments of multilateral 
disarmament and non-proliferation.  

In its Strategy against the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, the EU identified the 
risk of biological agents and toxins being used as weapons as a challenge to international 
peace and security. The possibility that these weapons may fall into hands of terrorists only 
further underlines the importance of this point and the need for effective action to combat this 
threat. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The European Union and its Member States continue to attach high priority to further 
strengthening the BTWC. We have funded numerous projects in support of the Convention 
and will continue to do so by supporting efforts aimed at promoting universalization, 
developing national capacities for effective implementation, enhancing interaction between 
the scientific community and the BTWC process, supporting the inter-sessional programme 
and the preparations for the Eighth Review Conference, strengthening the United Nations 
Secretary-General’s Mechanism for investigation of alleged use of chemical and biological 
weapons and producing enabling tools for awareness-raising, education and engagement.  

With respect to universalization, we welcome the recent accessions of Mauritania and 
Andorra. 

Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs) should contribute to the development of mutual trust 
and generation of transparency thereby helping to demonstrate compliance with the 
Convention. States Parties are obliged to submit their annual returns. The EU and its Member 
States continue to promote measures aimed at increasing the quantity, quality and relevance 
of all CBMs. With the financial support of the EU, the Implementation Support Unit (ISU) 
has developed a guide on how to compile CBM's and an electronic facility to submit CBMs, 
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which we need to see in operation as soon as possible. We must continue to work to make the 
CBM process as effective as possible and we look forward to consideration at next year's 
Review Conference of how we might achieve this. 

Effective national implementation is fundamental for the integrity of the Convention. Also 
with the financial support of the EU, the ISU is developing a guide on national 
implementation. The inter-sessional process offered a good opportunity to identify the 
measures required to ensure national implementation through exchanges of information, such 
as the peer-review mechanism in which experiences and practices can be shared, evaluated 
and improved. The cross-regional interest in the biennial item on how to strengthen the 
implementation of Article VII earlier this year demonstrated that there is room for further 
substantive discussion and for effective action to make this article more operational. In this 
respect, we support the proposals made by South Africa and in the joint French-Indian 
Working Paper from this year’s Meeting of Experts and expect to see these endorsed in the 
report of this meeting. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Looking forward to the Eighth Review Conference in 2016, the EU's objective is to review 
the operation of the BTWC and the 2012-2015 Intersessional Process, promote effective 
actions and explore other options to further strengthen the Convention. On 16 November, 
2015, the EU adopted a Council Decision on the position of the European Union relating to 
the Eighth Review Conference of the BTWC. The EU will put forward specific proposals to 
the Review Conference with a view to their discussion and adoption by that Conference. The 
EU and its member States will propose, in particular, that States Parties should address the 
following priorities: building and sustaining confidence in compliance by a range of specific 
measures described in the Council Decision; supporting national implementation; a more 
effective process for the review and assessment of developments in science and technology; 
supporting the building of an operational capability for the UN Secretary-General's 
Mechanism and efforts to strengthen the implementation of Article VII; promoting the 
universality of the BTWC.  

We studied with interest the proposals submitted by different partners aimed at strengthening 
the Convention. As mentioned before, we fully share this objective. Indeed, we need to have a 
realistic agenda for the Review Conferences focusing on practical steps that build on areas of 
agreements. We are looking forward to constructive discussions on these important issues.  

Since the current MSP is the last one before 2016, substantive preparations for the Review 
Conference are of key importance. In this context, we recall UN General Assembly 
Resolution 70/74 on the BTWC adopted on 7 December without a vote, stressing the 
"importance of transparent preparation for the Eighth Review Conference" and encouraging 
States Parties "to establish a preparatory process allowing for the due and balanced 
consideration of both substantial and procedural issues related to the review of the 
Conventions and its implementation".   
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The EU and its Member States wish to see a well-prepared and successful Eighth Review 
Conference. Therefore, we support the proposal to hold two Preparatory Committee meetings 
in 2016 that will discuss substance and not just confine itself to administrative matters: we 
think that these meetings will help us develop new ideas, build a broad cross-regional 
consensus for them and thus help secure consensus at the Review Conference for a new and 
more substantive intersessional work programme.  

Thank you. 


