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EU Statement at the 
17th Annual Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Amended Protocol II 

To the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) 
 

Geneva, 11 November 2015 
 
 
 
Mr President,         
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine and the 
Republic of Moldova. 
 
At the outset, allow me to begin by congratulating you on your appointment as President of the 
17th Conference of States Parties to Amended Protocol II of the CCW. It is always a pleasure to 
see a representative of an EU Member State chairing our proceedings. We wish to assure you of 
our full cooperation and support in your endeavours. We also wish to thank the Coordinators for 
their excellent work and for their important contributions and recommendations. 
 
The European Union believes that the Amended Protocol II represents an important instrument of 
International Humanitarian Law in reducing the risk and potential harm caused by mines, booby-
traps, and other devices to civilians and we support its full implementation. Compliance with its 
prohibitions and restrictions helps both to limit the devastating effects of these weapons on 
civilian populations and to improve the security of military personnel in the field. 
 
The universalization of Amended Protocol II remains a high priority objective for the European 
Union. The EU supports the Accelerated Plan of Action on Universalization of the Convention 
and its annexed Protocols. We call on States that have not yet become parties to Amended 
Protocol II, to accede to it as soon as possible. We are concerned that the rate of adherence 
remains relatively low in Africa, South East Asia and in the Middle East. We also strongly 
encourage those remaining states that are Parties to the Original Protocol II to accede to Amended 
Protocol II and facilitate a unified approach by CCW States-Parties to the problems arising from 
the use of mines, booby-traps and other devices.  
 
The European Union attaches great importance to the submission of national annual reports for 
creating transparency, increasing co-operation and building confidence in the implementation of 
Amended Protocol II. We encourage States parties to use the Guide to Reporting in submitting 
their national reports, so as to improve the quality of the Amended Protocol II national reports 
database. 
 
Amended Protocol II is a complementary legal tool to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention 
and we strongly encourage non States Parties to join this Convention with a view to achieving full 
universalisation. 
 
We are concerned at the world-wide use of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) by illegal armed 
groups, terrorists and other unauthorized recipients and their effects at national level, including on 
civilian populations. The number of IED victims has reached an unprecedented level in recent 
years. We value highly the substantive discussions on this topic in the CCW and we warmly thank 
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the Coordinators, France and Moldova, for their valuable work. We welcome the compilation of 
existing guidelines, national measures and best practices, and other recommendations aimed at 
addressing C-IED efforts and we underline the importance of information sharing. We also recall 
the interest to continue discussions promoting victim assistance. 
 
We are looking forward to further discussions during the Conference of States Parties, also on the 
basis of inputs received on the questionnaire presented by the coordinators. In this respect, we 
recall the useful food for thought paper of 5 March 2015 put forward by the coordinators, 
underlining several options on the way ahead.  
 
To respond to the IED threat and to restrict access to the explosive precursors that can be misused, 
the EU adopted in 2013 a Regulation on the Marketing and Use of Explosives Precursors. This 
Regulation establishes harmonised rules concerning the making available, introduction, 
possession and use of substances or mixtures that could be misused for the illicit manufacture of 
explosives, with a view to limiting their availability to the general public, and ensuring the 
appropriate reporting of suspicious transactions throughout the supply chain.  
 
We would also like to mention as a practical counter-IED measure the EU Multinational Theatre 
Exploitation Laboratory which collected, recorded and analysed information related to IEDs in its 
deployment in Afghanistan from 2011 until 2014. It has proved to be an effective tool in the fight 
against IEDs. Building on the experiences in Afghanistan, a similar Laboratory, the Joint 
Deployable Exploitation and Analysis Laboratory based in the Netherlands is designed to help 
continue the fight against IEDs. 
 
The EU considers the contribution of civil society and NGOs to be a valuable part of the work of 
the CCW and also an important source of support for the strengthening of International 
Humanitarian Law.  
 
Thank you 
 


