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Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) 

Meeting of Experts, Geneva, 10 – 14 August 2015 

EU Statement - General Debate 

           

Mr Chairman, 

On behalf of the European Union, let me congratulate you on your appointment as President 
of the 2015 Meetings and assure you of our full support and cooperation. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement1: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the 
Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The development of life sciences brings good solutions for humanity but the threat emanating 
from the possible misuse of biological materials as weapons continues to pose substantial 
challenges to international peace and security. Therefore, it is crucial that all States not yet 
parties join the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC). It is also in this light 
that the EU and its Member States have engaged constructively in the current inter-sessional 
process by contributing Working Papers and presentations aimed at promoting common 
understandings and effective action on the topics and issues under review. 

Substantive working documents were submitted at the last meeting of experts regarding the 
biennial item on how to strengthen the implementation of Article VII. The cross-regional 
interest in this topic shows that there is room for a substantive discussion and for the 
identification of specific areas for work, which could be reflected in the report of the meeting 
of States Parties, for further consideration at the next Review Conference. The EU and its 
Member States note that improving national capabilities for disease surveillance, detection 
and diagnosis and public health systems provides the first line of defence against cases of 
alleged use of biological and toxin weapons. In discussions on making Article VII 
operational, we need to take into account relevant actions that are being taken elsewhere, 
especially in the WHO, to build effective response capabilities to deal with future major 
outbreaks of infectious disease. 

Let me take this opportunity to welcome the participation of numerous renowned life 
scientists in the work of our meeting: they make a significant contribution to mutual 
understanding with governmental officials and policy makers, including by their involvement 
in global actions, such as raising awareness of dual use, especially among students and young 
scientists. This is a key part of the work on the standing agenda items on science and 
technology as well as on national implementation. 

Mr. Chairman, 

In the past decade, the EU and its Member States have funded numerous projects in support of 
the BTWC. The EU is to finalize a new Council Decision in support of the BTWC, in the 
                                                           
1 Turkey is a Candidate country; the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well 
as potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process; Candidate Country 
Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area; Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA 
and the European Economic Area. 



framework of the EU Strategy against the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. 
Under this new decision, the EU will support the following projects: 

(1) Promoting universal adherence to the BTWC by encouraging States not party to better 
understand the benefits of joining the Convention and getting more involved in BTWC 
meetings and other activities; (2) Enhancing interaction with non-governmental stakeholders 
on Science and technology and Biosafety & Biosecurity; (3) Developing national capacities 
for BTWC implementation – in particular in developing countries and on areas such as 
Articles VII and X – by improving the quality and quantity of declarations submitted under 
the Confidence-Building Measures system in order to enhance confidence in compliance with 
the Convention; (4) Supporting the inter-sessional programme and the preparations for the 
Eighth Review Conference; (5) Strengthening the United Nations Secretary-General’s 
Mechanism for Investigation of Alleged Use of Chemical, Biological and Toxin Weapons; (6) 
Enabling tools for awareness-raising, education and engagement. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The EU and its Member States are engaged in supporting improvements in bio-safety and bio-
security around the globe; through the expertise of WHO we support projects aimed at 
promoting bio-risk awareness, laboratory bio-risk management and development of national 
laboratory strategies to counter biological risks and enhance the core facilities. The EU has 
made continued efforts aiming at developing Centres of Excellence, mobilising resources to 
develop coherent and adequate CBRN policies. Current projects are focused at knowledge 
development and transfer of best practices on bio-safety, bio-security and bio-risk 
management, strengthening laboratory procedures, development of laboratory ISO-bank 
system, creation of an international network of universities and institutes to raise awareness 
on the dual-use dimension of biotechnology. The Global Partnership, as well as initiatives 
such as the Global Health Security Agenda, are helpful in addressing and improving global 
responses to health security threats.       

As part of their concrete efforts to strengthen confidence in compliance with the BTWC, the 
EU and its Member States promote measures aimed at increasing the quality and relevance of 
CBM submissions. CBMs represent a unique instrument to help increase mutual trust, 
generate transparency and thus help demonstrate compliance with the Convention: all States 
Parties are obliged to submit their returns each year. With the financial support of the EU, the 
ISU has developed a CBM electronic facility. We must continue to work to make the CBM 
process as effective as possible. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Effective national implementation is fundamental for the integrity of the Convention. The 
current inter-sessional process offers also an opportunity to identify innovative approaches, to 
enhance national implementation through voluntary exchanges of information, such as the 
proposed peer-review mechanism.  

Thank you, Mr Chairman.  


