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States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions 
Second Preparatory Meeting for the First Review Conference 

Geneva, 24 June 2015 
EU Statement 

          
 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and the 
Republic of Moldova. 

Madam President, 

It gives us a great pleasure to see you back in Geneva. Let us also take this opportunity to 
express again our pride that the First Review Conference of the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions will take place in an EU Member State, in Dubrovnik, Croatia, in September this 
year. You can count on our continued support in the run up to the Review Conference. 

Last February, under your skilful guidance, States Parties held a constructive first preparatory 
meeting here in Geneva. We believe that a great deal of progress has been made since then: In 
this context, we are grateful for the revised draft documents you have circulated. We are sure 
that during the second meeting today, States Parties will address the remaining challenges and 
reach the necessary understandings for a successful Review Conference which will guide 
them at the next phase of the implementation of the Convention.  

We would like to emphasize the partnership among States, the United Nations entities, the 
ICRC, implementing partners and civil society to strengthen and promote the objectives of the 
Convention. 

Since its entry into force, a significant number of States from every region of the world have 
ratified or acceded to the Convention on Cluster Munitions, including a wide variety of States 
with different political, economic and security perspectives. The recent ratification by South 
Africa reinforces this trend.  We expect a high level of participation of States at the First 
Review Conference. 

We support the humanitarian goal of the Convention on Cluster Munitions. We are deeply 
concerned about the reported use of cluster munitions affecting civilian populations in 
different parts of the world. The EU calls upon all actors to refrain from such use and to fully 
observe the principles of International Humanitarian Law. 

We put specific emphasis on the objectives of assisting victims according to their rights and 
needs, providing socio-economic reintegration and enhancing local and regional capacities. 
We are fully committed to improving the quality of life of affected people in a sustainable 
way. Integration of mine action in our wider development initiatives could ensure an 
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increasing positive socio-economic and developmental impact. Where possible, we recognize 
the value of the development of synergies in the implementation of the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions and other humanitarian disarmament instruments, as applicable. 

The European Union remains committed to supporting mine action in its wider sense in a 
concrete way, especially in the fields of clearance, stockpile destruction and victim assistance. 
Since 2009, the European Union and its Member States have contributed more than 550 
Million Euro to Mine Action across the globe, representing more than one third of the total 
financial assistance provided by the international community to projects in the mine action 
area in heavily affected countries and areas of the world. This makes the European Union and 
its Member States the leading donor in this area. These significant contributions are also 
paving the way for reconstruction and economic and social development.  

Victim assistance constitutes a core component of the European Union's Mine Action 
Strategy. We are committed to providing concrete and sustainable assistance to survivors of 
landmines and cluster munitions, their families and communities. The EU believes that the 
sustainability of victim assistance in the longer term requires that these efforts are integrated 
into broader disability policies. We emphasise the importance of the full participation of 
survivors and their representative organisations in both decision-making and policy-making 
on issues affecting them. This goal can be better achieved by taking also into consideration 
the continued relevance of and synergy with other international instruments and norms and 
the strong linkage with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

Finally, national ownership and systematic long term cooperation among all stakeholders are 
of primary importance in order to make our work as effective as possible on the ground. 
Coordinated assistance by international actors can increase the impact of the different kinds of 
support and help countries address the implementation challenges. The European Union will 
continue to work in cooperation with the countries concerned on all aspects of mine action 
with a particular focus on the support of the affected populations.  

 
Thank you. 


