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Conference on Disarmament 
Geneva, 20 January 2015 
EU Opening Statement 

 
 

Mr President,     
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the 
Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 
 
Let me first congratulate you on the assumption of the post as the first President of the 
Conference on Disarmament during its 2015 session. We will fully support you in your efforts 
to achieve a successful start of this session. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
outgoing Presidents for their untiring efforts during the past year. We would also like to 
express our most sincere gratitude and appreciation to the outgoing Deputy Secretary-General 
of the Conference on Disarmament, Mr Jarmo Sareva, for his outstanding work. We are very 
much looking forward to working with him in his new position.   
 
We take this opportunity to thank the Secretary-General of the United Nations for his message 
addressed to the Conference on Disarmament today and for his commitment and interest in 
the work of the Conference. We have heard again his urgent appeal to this Conference to start 
long overdue negotiations. We will work to see effective follow-up to it. 
 
The European Union is a strong supporter of the United Nations and effective multilateralism.  
 
The role and contribution of the UN disarmament machinery - the components of which are 
mutually reinforcing - remains crucial and irreplaceable. Recent positive developments in the 
field of disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control, such as the entry into force of the 
landmark Arms Trade Treaty, the adoption of the Maputo Action Plan and the signing of the 
Protocol to the Central Asian Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone Treaty demonstrate that 
deliberations and negotiations in these fields can produce concrete results. 
 
We would like to reiterate EU Member States' longstanding commitment to the enlargement 
of the Conference. We underline the importance of continuing consultations on the expansion 
of its membership and strongly support the appointment of a special coordinator in this 
respect.  
 
The Conference on Disarmament, in accordance with its mandate, is tasked with negotiating 
multilateral disarmament treaties. We are disappointed that in 2014, it did not succeed in 
beginning negotiations. However, we noted some encouraging developments. The Informal 
Working Group to assist in developing a Programme of Work and the structured discussions 
under the Schedule of Activities allowed for constructive and open debate. We hope these 
exercises can be built upon further with a view to commencing negotiations and fulfilling its 
primary purpose at the earliest opportunity. 
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The adoption of a Programme of Work will require sustained political efforts from all CD 
members. We should spare no efforts to bring the CD back on track. We will work with you, 
Mr President, to achieve this objective and urge all Member States of the Conference to 
engage constructively to this end. 
 
Consistent with our engagement with civil society, we would welcome enhanced interaction 
between civil society and the Conference, thus allowing a broadened contribution of NGOs 
and research institutions, in an inclusive manner, to the work of the Conference. In this 
context, we are looking forward to the informal meeting to be held on 19 March this year. 
 
For the European Union, the immediate commencement and early conclusion of the 
negotiation in the Conference on Disarmament of a Treaty banning the production of fissile 
material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, on the basis of document 
CD/1299 and the mandate contained therein, remains a clear priority. Such a treaty constitutes 
an urgent necessity in the nuclear disarmament field as a complement to the NPT and the 
CTBT. National security concerns, while legitimate, can and should be addressed as part of 
the negotiation process rather than as a prerequisite. We call on all CD member states to start 
negotiations on such a Treaty without delay. We appeal to all delegations to show flexibility.  
We also call on all states possessing nuclear weapons that have not done so to declare and 
uphold an immediate moratorium on the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or 
other nuclear explosive devices. We call on all CD member states to begin work on the other 
issues on the agenda, in line with the programme of work adopted in 2009 (CD/1864).   
 
We welcome the substantive and highly interactive discussions held at the two meetings in 
2014 of the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on a Treaty banning the production of 
fissile material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices. It was the first time 
that many of the issues reviewed had been addressed in such substantive and technical depth 
in almost two decades. We would like to express our gratitude to Ambassador Elissa Golberg 
of Canada for her work and leadership. The facts that the EU and several of its Member States 
submitted their views to the UN Secretary-General and the experts of a number of EU 
Member States participate in the GGE reflect our keen interest in and commitment to this 
issue. We are looking forward to the group's meetings in 2015, including to the one ongoing 
as we speak, and to the report of the GGE to further substantively advance the issue. 
 
The EU and its Member States have a longstanding position in favour of the preservation of a 
safe and secure space environment and peaceful uses of outer space on an equitable and 
mutually acceptable basis. Strengthening the safety, security, and long-term sustainability of 
activities in outer space is in our common interest and a key priority for us, it contributes to 
the development and security of States. To this end, we aim at further promoting 
Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures (TCBMs) including an International Code 
of Conduct for Outer Space Activities. 
 
Finally, let me emphasize that this year, we need to focus our collective efforts to make the 
Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) a success. For the 
European Union the NPT is the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime, 
the essential foundation for the pursuit of nuclear disarmament in accordance with Article VI 
and an important element in the further development of nuclear energy applications for 
peaceful purposes. We reaffirm our full support to all three pillars of the Treaty and to the 
implementation of all commitments assumed under it or undertaken in previous Review 
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Conferences. We will continue to promote full implementation of the 2010 Action Plan which 
includes concrete steps on nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation and peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy and which is our common roadmap towards the 2015 Review Conference 
when the implementation of the 2010 Action Plan across all three pillars will be assessed. 
 
Thank you. 

 

 


