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Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) 
Meeting of Experts, Geneva, 4 – 8 August 2014 

EU Statement - General Debate 
 

Mr Chair, 

 

On behalf of the European Union, let me begin by congratulating you on your appointment as 

President of the 2014 Meetings and by pledging our full cooperation and support.  

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

                                                 
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as 
potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 

The threat emanating from the misuse of biological materials as weapons continues to pose 

substantial challenges to international peace and security. Therefore, it is crucial that all States not 

parties join the BTWC. Following the Seventh Review Conference of the Biological Weapons 

Convention, the EU and its Member States have engaged constructively in the inter-sessional 

process by contributing Working Papers and presentations aimed at promoting common 

understandings and effective action on the topics and issues under review. 

We are looking forward to the discussions of the new biennial topic on how to strengthen 

implementation of Article VII; we hope these will help identify the issues, challenges and potential 

solutions to the problems we face in making this Article effective.  

 

Since 2006, the EU and its Member States have funded numerous projects in support of the BTWC. 

The Union alone has contributed in this regard approximately EUR 4 million. The BWC Actions, 

under the EU Council Decision of July 2012, ensure continued support and financial contribution to 

promoting the universality of the Convention; assist States parties in implementing the Convention, 

including preparing their CBM submissions; support the work of the 2012-2015 inter-sessional 

programme with a view to strengthening the implementation and effectiveness of the BTWC and 

fostering international cooperation, through regional workshops, enhanced assistance programmes, 

and various enabling tools and activities.  
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The EU and its Member States are also engaged to a considerable degree in supporting 

improvements in bio-safety and bio-security around the world. These activities contribute not only 

to the implementation of article X but also support our efforts to achieve universality of the BTWC. 

In this regard, the Council Decision of 18 November 2013 provides support, through the technical 

expertise of the WHO, projects aimed at promoting bio-risk awareness, laboratory bio-risk 

management, and development of national laboratory strategies to counter biological risks and to 

enhance the core facilities. These projects are fitting under the overarching International Health 

Regulations that significantly contribute to global public health and security. 

 

The EU has continued to make progress with the implementation of the CBRN Centres of 

Excellence Initiative, funding, mobilising national, regional and international resources to develop a 

coherent CBRN policy at all levels. This aims at enhancing the institutional capacity of partner 

countries to mitigate CBRN risks, offering a coherent and comprehensive approach covering legal, 

regulatory, enforcement and technical issues irrespective of their origin. Eight regional secretariats 

have been opened to ensure better coordination and cooperation with partner countries and facilitate 

the implementation of the projects. Thirty-four projects amounting to EUR 40 million were 

launched and contracting is underway. Current projects address issues such as: knowledge 

development and transfer of best practices on bio-safety, bio-security and bio-risk management; 

strengthening laboratory bio-safety and bio-security through the development of a laboratory ISO-

bank system; creation of an international network of universities and institutes for raising awareness 

on dual-use concerns in biotechnology. The Centres of Excellence Initiative is continuing and has 

reached a total budget of nearly EUR 100 million at the end of 2013.  

 

The BTWC is first and foremost a disarmament and non-proliferation treaty that is clearly 

embedded in the international security architecture. Nevertheless, facilitating exchange in biological 

sciences and technology, including equipment and material for peaceful purposes, is a legitimate 

goal under the BTWC. However, in accordance with Article III, appropriate technology transfer 

controls are also necessary in order to prevent deliberate or inadvertent transfers of technology to 

states or non-state actors for purposes prohibited under Article I. They contribute to the confidence 

in compliance by all parties involved and, as a result, help to promote trade, and scientific and 

technological assistance and exchanges under Article X. I would like to stress once more our 

collective responsibility to ensure that we are not inadvertently assisting in developing biological 

weapons under the guise of cooperation in biological sciences or in the economic and technological 

fields.  
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Verification remains a central element of a complete and effective BTWC disarmament and non-

proliferation regime. However, there is currently no consensus on a verification concept for the 

BTWC. Appropriate verification measures have the objective to build further confidence among 

states parties in the continued adherence to the obligations under the Convention. We need to 

continue to think about how we maintain and strengthen compliance with the Convention as we 

move towards the Eighth Review Conference in 2016.  

 

The EU and its Member States are working towards identifying fresh options that could achieve 

these objectives. As part of their concrete efforts to strengthen confidence in compliance with the 

BTWC, the EU and its Member States promote measures aimed at increasing the quality and 

relevance of CBM declarations. Although not a substitute for a verification mechanism, the 

politically agreed CBMs represent a unique instrument to help increase mutual trust, generate 

transparency and thus help demonstrate compliance with the Convention. The last two years we had 

constructive discussions on this issue. With the financial support of the EU, the ISU has developed 

a CBM electronic facility, which is currently undergoing testing prior to its planned launch at the 

Meeting of the States Parties in December this year. We must continue to work to make the CBM 

process as effective as possible and this includes considering and identifying further modifications, 

enhancements and new, useful measures, and deciding upon them at the 2016 Review Conference. 

The EU strongly encourages all States Parties to participate in the annual CBM exchange.  

 

Effective national implementation is fundamental for the integrity of the Convention. We remain 

committed to identifying ways and means to achieve this goal. Sustained efforts are needed here. 

Under the Extended Assistance Programme funded by the EU, Action Plans have been developed 

for several state parties. The current inter-sessional process offers also an opportunity to identify 

innovative approaches, to enhance national implementation through voluntary exchanges of 

information, such as the proposed peer-review mechanism. 

 

Thank you.  

 
 


