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Meetings of the Standing Committees 
of the Convention on the Prohibition of Anti-Personnel Mines 

(Geneva, 9 and 11 April 2014) 
 
                                                          EU Statement 

 
 
 
 
Mr President, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania† and the Republic of 
Moldova. 

The European Union wishes to thank you for your leadership in chairing our work. We very 
much welcomed Algeria at the chair and expressed the hope that it will raise awareness in 
North Africa and the Middle East about the importance of the Ottawa Convention and 
promote universalisation in an important target region. 
 
Mr President, 
 
These are the last Standing Committees meetings before the Review Conference of the 
Convention in Maputo this June. We value the contribution and the important role the 
informal meetings have played in advancing our collective endeavors towards the Review 
Conference.  

All 28 European Union Member States participate for the first time in the Standing 
Committees meetings as full-fledged parties of the Convention. This is an unequivocal sign of 
our collective engagement. As EU Member States we will continue to comply with our 
obligations under the Convention and provide leadership and resources to clear mined areas, 
destroy stockpiles and provide assistance to land-mine survivors. 
 
We are pleased to see that substantial progress has been made in the fight against the suffering 
and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines in recent but there is more to be done. The goal 
of universalization is also at a crucial stage: the Ottawa community now counts 161 members 
but we need more to reach our shared goal of a world free of the effects of anti-personnel 
mines.  
 
The European Union is at the final stage of implementation of its projects in support of the 
implementation of the Cartagena Action Plan. These projects of a total amount of more than 1 
million EUR, implemented by the Convention's ISU, focus on promoting the universalization 

                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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of the Convention, as well as on supporting the efforts of the States Parties for the 
implementation of their commitments on mine clearance and victim assistance.  
 
Our High Level Task Force on the universalisation of the Convention comprising HRH Prince 
Mired of Jordan, HRH Princess Astrid of Belgium and Colombian international celebrity 
Juanes has embarked upon several high level universalisation missions to engage with leaders 
of States not Party to the Convention. We welcome Oman's decision to join the Convention, 
as was announced during the visit of HRH Princess Astrid in Oman last March. We urge those 
States not yet Party to the Ottawa Convention to consider ratifying or acceding to it in the 
near future. In the context of our universalisation efforts, a symposium on the United States 
and the Ottawa Convention took also place in Washington last February.  
 
The European Union has also supported the organisation of four regional seminars on victim 
assistance or mine clearance in Lima, Peru; Dushanbe, Tajikistan; Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; and 
Kinshasa, DRC.   
 
We are grateful to the Government of Colombia for hosting in Medellin the Global 
Conference on Assistance to the Victims of Landmines and other Explosive Remnants of War 
a few days ago, on 4 and 5 April, funded also by the EU with the symbolic title 'Bridges 
between Worlds'. We are confident that this important initiative contributed significantly to 
deepen our understanding between and find synergies among the human rights, disability, 
international humanitarian law and victim assistance worlds. We are looking forward to the 
briefing by the Government of Colombia on the outcomes of this important event on Friday. 
 
A study on border security without the use of anti-personnel mines, thus addressing one of 
specific concerns raised at the Cartagena Summit is also being funded by the European Union. 
The conclusions of this study when announced later this year will provide more clarity to this 
topic. 
 
Beyond those projects, the European Union, in addition to the significant contributions made 
by its Member States, has committed more than 47 million Euros to mine action in heavily 
affected countries and areas in 2012. The European Union will continue to work in close 
cooperation with the countries concerned and provide, where possible, assistance to address 
the significant remaining challenges. 
 
Mr President, 
 
We are looking forward to working closely with you and your team, the ISU and all 
delegations to achieve a successful outcome of the Maputo Review Conference. The EU and 
its MS will actively participate at the second preparatory meeting tomorrow. We believe that 
16 years after the adoption of the Convention, taking into account both the accomplishments 
and the new challenges, it is necessary to agree on clear and concrete plans and commitments 
as well as on realistic sets of activities to ensure further progress in the next phase of the 
implementation of the Convention's provisions and objectives.  

Thank you  


