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Mr President, 
 
 
At the outset, I would like to congratulate you on the assumption of your duties and assure 
you of our full support in your efforts to steer our work during your Presidency.  
 
In the High Level Segment of the Conference earlier this month we heard many dignitaries 
highlighting the importance of the adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty as one of the major 
success stories in disarmament in recent years. 
 
Mr President, 
 
In a few days, on 2 April, we will mark the first anniversary of the adoption of this landmark 
Treaty. The European Union has always been a staunch supporter of it. The Treaty sets robust 
and effective common international standards for regulating international trade in 
conventional arms and provides a new multilateral framework for transparency and 
accountability in that trade. It will help prevent arms from reaching those who fuel instability 
and conflict, who commit atrocities and violate human rights and international humanitarian 
law. When effectively and globally implemented, the ATT will contribute to more responsible 
and transparent international arms transfers, as well as more effective export controls. It also 
recognizes the link between gender-based violence and the illicit or poorly-regulated international 
arms trade. 

The role of civil society deserves credit here as well: many NGOs have made tireless efforts in 
supporting the international community towards the Treaty. 

We look forward to the Treaty’s entry into force. By signing and ratifying the treaty, States 
can sustain the international momentum generated by the ATT. By the time of the first 
anniversary  of the adoption of the Treaty next week, 15  EU Member States will have 
deposited their instruments of ratification in New York and the remaining EU MS will do so 
soon since their national ratification procedures are well underway.  Thus, EU MS will 
contribute significantly to reaching the threshold of 50 ratifications needed for entry into 
force. 

Mr President,  
 
Regulating international arms trade is a global undertaking: therefore, it is crucial to turn the 
ATT into a truly universal treaty.  It is equally crucial that the ATT is implemented effectively 
if we want it to make an actual difference on the ground. The EU, for its part, continues to 
play an active role in supporting the Treaty's effective implementation and universalisation. 
The EU has, notably recently enlarged its assistance portfolio with a dedicated substantial 
ATT implementation assistance programme for third countries, amounting to 6.4 M. Euros. 

This programme will assist upon their request a number of third countries in strengthening 
their arms transfer systems in line with the requirements of the Treaty. There is also a 
consistent effort to reach out to countries not yet party to the Treaty.  
 
Let me conclude, Mr President, by encouraging all CD Member and Observer States to sign 
and ratify the Treaty, as soon as possible.  
 
Thank you 
 


