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Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) 
Meeting of the States Parties 
Geneva, 9-13 December 2013 

EU Statement on Confidence-Building Measures 
 
 
 
 
Madam Chair,  
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union  
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

                                                 
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

  
Madam Chair, 
 
In 2011, the Seventh Review Conference of the BTWC emphasised the importance of the 
exchange of information among States Parties through confidence-building measures (CBMs) 
agreed at the Second and Third Review Conferences. The EU believes that the exchange of 
information contributes to enhancing transparency and building confidence, prevents or 
reduces the occurrence of ambiguities, doubts and suspicions, and improves international co-
operation in the field of peaceful biological activities. 
 
Regrettably, we note that in the course of past years, less than half of the States Parties have 
submitted their annual CBMs consistently. We also note that in several cases, the quality of 
those submissions needs to be addressed. However, we do recognize that some States Parties 
may encounter practical difficulties in filling in the CBM forms and urge them to identify the 
problems that they encounter so that more effective targeted assistance could be offered. At 
the same time, CBMs are politically agreed at the Review Conferences and therefore are 
binding to States parties to the Convention. Nevertheless, we would like to stress that the 
CBMs represent a unique instrument to increase mutual trust and help to demonstrate 
compliance with the Convention, also bearing in mind the lack of a verification regime that 
would be desirable if the BTWC is to be as effective as other non-proliferation and 
disarmament regimes.  
 
Madam Chair, 
 
The European Union followed with great interest the discussions held and the Working Papers 
introduced at the annual Meeting of Experts last August on the issue of how to enable fuller 
participation in the CBMs. We agree that CBMs are not a substitute for verification. 
Nevertheless, regular information exchanges helps builds trust among States Parties. Bearing 
this in mind, we urge all States Parties to make every effort to submit their CBM reports, 
since we all committed ourselves to do this ‘on the basis of consensus’. In addition to finding 
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ways to enhance participation in the CBMs, the new inter-sessional process offers the 
opportunity to consider other ways and means, including innovative approaches, to enhance 
national implementation through voluntary exchanges of information, such as the proposed 
peer-review mechanism, and the sharing of best practices among States Parties. 
 
 
Madam Chair, 
 
The European Union attaches great importance to the full implementation of all: 
commitments of states parties to the BTWC, including the submission of CBM reports by 
States Parties. For this reason, the EU, under its Council Decision of July 2012, provides 
resources to the Implementation Support Unit of the BTWC with the aim of assisting States 
Parties in transposing their international obligations into their national legislation. 
 
This year, the European Union has provided funds for the realization of five national 
assistance programmes in Uganda, Burkina Faso, Benin, Ecuador and Colombia. Two more 
projects - in Nepal and Mongolia - will start in the first part of 2014. These programmes, with 
the participation of experts and stakeholders of the beneficiary countries, are aimed at 
enhancing national capabilities to implement obligations under the Convention, including 
practical modalities to facilitate and increase the participation in submitting CBMs. 
 
The ISU, with the support of the European Union has developed a detailed guide to 
participating in the CBMs, aimed at providing advice and guidance to States Parties to help 
them fill in forms and provide requested information. This guide has been revised to reflect 
changes agreed at the Seventh Review Conference and is available on the ISU website.  A 
prototype system for the electronic submission of CBMs, still under development, is 
scheduled to be launched during the 2014 Meeting on States Parties. 
 
Madam Chair, 
 
We remain fully committed to improve transparency, increase confidence and strengthen 
compliance in implementing the Convention. 
 
Thank you. 
 


