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Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) 
Meeting of States Parties 

Geneva, 9-13 December 2013 
EU Statement on Cooperation and assistance, with a particular focus on strengthening 

cooperation and assistance under Article X 
 
 
 
Madame Chair,  
 
I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union 
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

                                                 
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 
The European Union acknowledges the importance of enhancing cooperation and assistance 
under Article X of the BTWC. Such cooperation is essential to promote the objectives and 
purposes of the Convention, to promote the peaceful uses of microorganisms and toxins and to 
help combat the threat posed by infectious disease whether from natural causes or as a result of 
a deliberate act.  
 
The European Union and its Member States have already shown their support for the concrete 
implementation of Article X of the BTWC. We welcomed the decision of the Seventh Review 
Conference to establish an assistance database and EU Member States have contributed to the 
database with offers of assistance.  
 
We would like to draw your attention and that of States Parties to an updated version of the 
European Union Working Paper on assistance and cooperation that was first submitted in 2012. 
The updated paper provides an overview of the implementation of Article X of the BTWC by 
the EU and its Member States, the contributions allocated by the European Union in support of 
the implementation of Article X, and the EU's engagement in the field of bio-safety and bio-
security through its support to WHO activities and through the European Union CBRN Centres 
of Excellence initiative. 
 
The European Union has identified in its WMD Strategy the increasing threat emanating from 
biological weapons. Since 2006, the EU has funded projects in support of the BTWC with 
approximately EUR 4 million. The BWC Actions, under the EU Council Decision adopted in 
July 2012, ensure continued support and financial contribution to promoting the universality of 
the Convention; assist States parties in implementing the Convention, including preparing their 
CBM submissions; support the work of the 2012-2015 inter-sessional programme with a view 
to strengthening the implementation and effectiveness of the BTWC and fostering international 
cooperation, through regional workshops, enhanced assistance programmes, and various 
enabling tools and activities. 
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This year, through the valuable assistance of the ISU, the Geneva branch of UN ODA, as 
implementing agency, the following activities were organised in this respect: Regional 
Workshops on National Implementation in Kiev for Eastern Europe, in Kuala Lumpur for 
South and South-East Asia and in Mexico City for Central America and the Caribbean; 
national workshops under the Extended Assistance Programme in Ecuador, Burkina Faso and 
Benin. 
 
Additionally, the CBM Guidance Brochure has been revised to take into account the decisions 
by the Seventh Review Conference and translated into all United Nations official languages. 
A prototype system for the electronic submission of CBMs, still under development, is 
scheduled to be launched during the 2014. 
 
The EU Council Decision also provides for training of experts on the UN Secretary-General 
investigation mechanism roster with a view to enhancing its capabilities and thereby its 
effectiveness.  
 
The European Union also supports the sponsorship programme to promote wider participation 
in BTWC meetings and has sponsored two participants of the 2012 Meeting of States Parties 
and ten participants of the Meeting of Experts in August, 2013.  
 
The EU is also engaged in supporting improvements in bio-safety and bio-security. In this 
regard, the Council Decision adopted quite recently, on 18 November this year, provides more 
than EUR 1,7 million to support, through the technical expertise of the WHO, projects aimed at 
promoting bio-risk awareness, laboratory bio-risk management, and development of  national 
laboratory strategies to counter biological risks and to enhance the core facilities. These 
projects are fitting under the overarching International Health Regulations that significantly 
contribute to global public health and security. 
 
The EU has continued to make progress with the implementation of the CBRN Centres of 
Excellence Initiative, funding, mobilising national, regional and international resources to 
develop a coherent CBRN policy at all levels. This aims at enhancing the institutional capacity 
of partner countries to mitigate CBRN risks, offering a coherent and comprehensive approach 
covering legal, regulatory, enforcement and technical issues irrespective of their origin. Eight 
regional secretariats have been opened to ensure better coordination and cooperation with 
partner countries and facilitate the implementation of the projects. Thirty-four projects 
amounting to EUR 40 million were launched and contracting is underway. Current projects 
address issues such as: knowledge development and transfer of best practices on bio-safety, 
bio-security and bio-risk management; strengthening laboratory bio-safety and bio-security 
through the development of a laboratory ISO-bank system; creation of an international network 
of universities and institutes for raising awareness on dual-use concerns in biotechnology. The 
Centres of Excellence Initiative is continuing and should reach a total budget of nearly EUR 
100 million by the end of 2013. 
 
The EU considers that the Global Partnership provides an important mechanism for 
implementation of Article X. It notes that the EU and a number of EU Member States are 
members of this international initiative. The EU welcomes the new members that have joined 
the Global Partnership under the UK Chairmanship in 2013 (Mexico, and The Philippines) and 
looks forward to continuing cooperation between Global Partnership members on concrete 
projects that strengthen global biological security and contribute to implementation of the 
BTWC. 
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Facilitating exchange in biological sciences and technology, including equipment and material 
for peaceful purposes, is a legitimate goal under the BTWC. The EU believes that appropriate 
export controls are compatible with the obligations undertaken under article X of the BTWC, 
as all of us have collectively the responsibility to ensure that only activities for purposes not 
prohibited by the Convention are undertaken. 
 
Thank you. 


