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Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) 
Annual Meeting of States Parties 

Geneva, 9 - 13 December 2013 
EU Statement - general debate 

 
 
Madame Chair, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

                                                 
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 
Let me begin by congratulating you on your appointment as President of our Meeting and by 
pledging our full cooperation and support in your endeavors. It gives us great pleasure to see a 
representative of an EU Member State presiding over our proceedings. 
 
The European Union strongly supports all multilateral instruments devoted to disarmament and 
non-proliferation, including the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, which is a cornerstone 
of international efforts to prevent biological agents or toxins from ever being developed, produced 
or otherwise acquired and used as weapons. It constitutes a key element of our collective security. 
Universalization of the BTWC being one of our top priorities, the EU warmly welcomes the recent 
accessions of Cameroon, Nauru, Guyana and Malawi bringing the current number of States Parties 
to the Convention to 170. In this context, we urge those remaining States not yet Parties to the 
Convention to ratify or accede to it as soon as possible in the near future.  
 
In its Strategy against the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, the EU identified the 
potential risk, emanating from biological agents and toxins being used as weapons, as a challenge to 
international peace and security. Following the Seventh Review Conference of the Biological 
Weapons Convention, the EU has engaged constructively in the inter-sessional process by actively 
promoting universality, national implementation and full compliance with the Convention.  
 
For us, effective national implementation is an issue of great importance to the integrity of the 
Convention. We remain committed to identifying ways and means to achieve this goal – we are in 
this for the long haul. Sustained efforts are needed here. The current inter-sessional process offers 
an opportunity to identify innovative approaches, to enhance national implementation through 
voluntary exchanges of information, such as the proposed peer-review mechanism. Confidence-
building measures (CBMs) are an important instrument to promote the purpose of the BTWC and 
we believe that the positive and constructive Meeting of Experts held last August identified some 
key issues that will help to further advance our work in this direction. We must work to make the 
CBM process as effective as possible and this includes considering and identifying further changes 
and deciding upon them at the 2016 Review Conference. 
 
Based on the Council Decision adopted in 2012, several ongoing EU projects ensure continued 
support and financial contribution to promote BTWC objectives and ensure fulfilment of its 
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obligations. This year, through the valuable assistance of the ISU, the Geneva branch of UN ODA 
as implementing agency, regional workshops were organized in Kiev for Eastern Europe, in Kuala 
Lumpur for South-East Asia, and in Mexico City for Central America and the Caribbean. 
Workshops under the Extended Assistance Program took place in Ecuador, Burkina Faso and 
Benin. 
 
 
The EU is also engaged in supporting improvements in bio-safety and bio-security. The Council 
Decision adopted on 18 November this year provides more than EUR 1,7 million to support, 
through the technical expertise of the WHO, projects aimed at promoting biorisk awareness, 
laboratory biorisk management, and development of  national laboratory strategies.  
 
The EU has continued to make progress on the implementation of the CBRN Centres of Excellence 
Initiative, enhancing the institutional capacity of partner countries to mitigate CBRN risks, whether 
they are criminal, accidental or natural in origin. In 2013, Regional Secretariats in Amman and 
Manila were opened. Thirty-four projects amounting to EUR 40 million were launched and 
contracting is underway. This initiative should reach a total budget of nearly EUR 100 million by 
the end of 2013. 
 
Facilitating exchange in biological sciences and technology, including equipment and material for 
peaceful purposes, is a legitimate goal under the BTWC. Appropriate export controls are necessary 
in order to ensure that only activities for purposes not prohibited by the Convention are undertaken 
in accordance with Article III, and export controls are compatible with the provisions of Article X.  
I would like to stress our collective responsibility to ensure that we are not inadvertently assisting in 
developing biological weapons under the guise of cooperation in biological sciences or in the 
economic and technological fields.  
 
The review of developments in the field of science and technology related to the Convention is an 
issue of great and continuing importance for the European Union. We therefore consider it essential 
to build stronger and sustained links between the relevant scientific and the diplomatic 
communities.  
 
We deem it essential that the CWC and BTWC communities work together more closely, since 
biology and chemistry have increasing areas of convergence with subsequent implications for both 
Conventions in the short, medium and long term. For this reason we must make the most of our 
limited time allocated each year to our standing agenda item on the review of developments in 
science and technology related to the Convention. We would also like to see a continuing closer 
integration between the formal meetings on this issue and the side events. These can help promote 
fuller discussion of pressing topics and build and sustain those important links between the 
scientific and diplomatic communities. We also think that it is essential to keep scientific and 
technological developments to the fore when we consider the other two standing agenda items on 
national implementation and cooperation and assistance. 
 
Our common aim should be supporting and strengthening, where necessary, national 
implementation measures, including criminal legislation, biosafety-and-biosecurity measures in life 
science institutions, control over pathogenic micro-organisms, and toxins export control for dual-
use agents and technologies. 
 
The European Union wishes to thank you for your "synthesis paper" on new ideas and issues 
discussed at the Meeting of Experts last August. It is a most welcome summation of some of the 
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key points that emerged during the meeting. It will be of great help to focus our work in the course 
of our discussions this week. 
 
Our preference would be that repetitions and re-opening carefully-balanced common 
understandings agreed last year should be avoided. Instead, we should focus only on what was 
achieved this year and not covered in 2012. We are of the view that this approach would be highly 
beneficial for both the quality and substance of the final report and in helping us to focus on critical 
common understandings and actions that can be taken now nationally or collectively, or where we 
need further discussion in our future meetings. It will also help us identify issues that need decisions 
at the Eighth Review Conference and to prepare ourselves thoroughly for those decisions. 
 
In conclusion, let me stress that we are looking forward to a productive annual meeting to further 
discuss ongoing and future topics as effective ways to advance our common objectives. 
 
Thank you.  


