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EU Statement at the 
15th Annual Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Amended Protocol II 

to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW)  
Geneva, 13 November 2013 

 
 
 
Mr President, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union  
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, Ukraine, 
the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

                                                
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential candidate countries Albania 

and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 
Mr. President, 
 
At the outset, allow me to begin by congratulating you on your appointment as President of 
the 15th Conference of States Parties to Amended Protocol II of the CCW. We wish to assure 
you of our full cooperation and support in your endeavours. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
The European Union believes that the Amended Protocol II with its provisions represents an 
important instrument in the International Humanitarian Law in reducing the potential harm 
caused by mines, booby-traps, and other devices for civilians. We are also convinced that it is 
a complementary legal tool to the Ottawa Convention. 

 
The universalization of Amended Protocol II remains a priority objective for the European 
Union. We fully support the Plan of Action to Promote the Universality of the CCW and its 
Protocols such as the relevant mechanism to enhance this process. We also believe that 
universalization and effective implementation of Amended Protocol II should represent a high 
priority for all States Parties and it is crucial continuing on this endeavour in order to 
demonstrate that it can produce tangible results. 
 
The European Union welcomes the accession of Kuwait and Zambia to the Protocol this year, 
bringing the number of States Parties bound by its provisions to 100. On the other hand, we 
regret that the rate of adherence still remains low in Africa, South East Asia and part of the 
Middle East, and that more than half of the States, not yet Party to the Protocol II, are affected 
by landmines. 
 
In the view of its universalization, we urge States that have not yet become parties to 
Amended Protocol II, to accede to it as soon as possible and we also encourage those who are 
Parties only to the Original Protocol II to facilitate its termination by acceding to the 
Amended Protocol II. 
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The European Union reiterates its conviction that the full compliance with prohibitions and 
restrictions set in the Amended Protocol II limits the devastating effects of mines, booby-traps 
and other devices on civilian population and to improve the security of military personnel in 
the field. 
 
Recording of data relating to types of mine and extension of minefields, mine risk awareness 
seminars and educational campaigns are essential activities to be carried out in order to 
facilitate humanitarian assistance and post-conflict reconstruction and ensuring the security of 
peace-building operations. But those activities are expensive and time consuming and need 
specific support. 
 
We believe that national reporting is crucial for creating transparency, increasing co-operation 
and building confidence in the implementation of Amended Protocol II. We therefore 
encourage States parties to continue submitting their highly valuable reports and to use the 
specific Guide recommended by the group of experts established by the Second Annual 
Conference in order to improve the quality of the Amended Protocol II national reports 
database. 
 
The EU highly values the discussion and the substantive exchange of views on Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IED) raised during the Informal Open Ended Group of Experts (OEGE) 
held in April. We took note of the national efforts to combat the spread of IEDs and the 
progress made in this field and we warmly thank the coordinators for their recommendations.   
 
Mr. President,  
 
In this regard, let me point out that the European Parliament and the Council of the EU have 
adopted this year Regulation 98/2013 on the marketing and use of explosives precursors. This 
Regulation introduces rules concerning the making available, introduction, possession and use 
of substances or mixtures that could be misused for the illicit manufacture of explosives, with 
a view to limiting their availability to the general public, and ensuring the appropriate 
reporting of suspicious transactions throughout the supply chain. 
 
We are fully aware of the increasing threat posed by the use of IEDs, and the growing 
political and severe humanitarian impact caused by IED incidents which mainly affect civilian 
populations. The EU believes that this kind of discussion should further continue in the next 
sessions of the OEGE, promoting inter alia, a common terminology and a framework for 
understanding the issue of IEDs, in order to strengthen capacity building to tackle them on 
global level.  
 
The EU considers the contribution of civil society and NGOs as an essential part of the work 
of the UN in general and also an important support for the improvement of International 
Humanitarian Law. Their participation brings additional expertise and knowledge from the 
field and has a positive impact on our work. Therefore, we support the participation of civil 
society and NGOs in all fora, in accordance with their respective rules of procedure. 

 
Let me conclude by stressing that we are looking forward to the outputs of this Conference 
and hope to have a productive discussion in order to find further effective ways to advance 
our common objectives. 
 
Thank you Mr President. 


