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EU Statement at the 
Seventh Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Protocol V  

on Explosive Remnants of War 
to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) 

Geneva, 11 November 2013 
 
 
Mr. President, 
 
At the outset, I would like to join you and other delegations in expressing our sincere condolences 
to the delegation of the Philippines over the heavy loss of life and huge devastation caused by 
typhoon Haiyan. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union.  
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Ukraine and the 
Republic of Moldova. 

                                                
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential candidate countries  Albania and 

Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association  Process 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential candidate countries  Albania and 

Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association  Process 

 
The European Union wishes to congratulate you on your election as President of the Seventh 
Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Protocol V of CCW and assure you of our full co-
operation in your work. It gives us great pleasure to see the representative of an EU MS presiding 
over the proceedings. The EU would also like to thank the various coordinators and respectively 
friends of coordinators from Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Chile, Germany, Italy and Ukraine for their 
outstanding work over the past year.  
 
With the adoption of Protocol V to the CCW in 2003, recognizing the serious post-conflict 
humanitarian problems caused by Explosive Remnants of War, the High Contracting Parties 
expressed their willingness to set out a series of obligations aimed at reducing human suffering, 
eradicating the daily threat that such a legacy of war poses to populations, and establishing another 
important practical development in the International Humanitarian Law. 
 
The effective implementation of Protocol V is crucial in order to minimize the danger and 
humanitarian post conflict impact to civilians caused by ERW. In fact, the presence of unexploded 
and abandoned explosive ordnances has grave consequences for citizens, their communities and also 
their environment: it represents a potential risk for local populations, limits the free movement on the 
ground, impedes the return to areas where fighting took place, hampers humanitarian assistance, 
prevents the cultivation of fields, and slows post-conflict reconstruction with direct impact on the 
return to normal life. 
 
We are fully convinced that preventing the humanitarian harm caused by explosive remnants of war 
and easing the safe return of populations in post-conflict areas so bringing them back to normal life 
are key elements for ensuring stability and peace. 
 
The European Union supports the continued efforts to achieve the universalization and the effective 
implementation of Protocol V. We welcome the accession of the new three Countries, namely 
Kuwait, Zambia and Bangladesh, that since the last Conference, joined the Protocol V community, 
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bringing the number of High Contracting Parties to 84. Constant developments in the implementation 
of Protocol V encourage us to continue with our efforts towards universalization and we welcome 
efforts to this end by past and present Presidents.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
Clearance, removal and destruction of remnants of war remain the core issues of Protocol V: despite 
the fact that these activities are very expensive and time consuming they are the only way to remove 
those significant obstacles that often hinder the socio-economic development long after the conflict 
ended, especially for the least developed countries. Therefore, in conducting these activities, 
synergies should be identified and efficiency and effectiveness improved through a better 
coordination among the implementing organisations and donors in the field, as applicable.  
 
The European Union, like many donors, does not differentiate between the types of explosive 
remnants in providing assistance.  We stand ready to provide, where possible, assistance to States in 
their efforts to comply with the Protocol, including in awareness raising and educational campaigns 
for civilians. The financial support to mine action provided by the EU institutions alone has been 
more than 47 million Euro in 2012. 
 
For the European Union, victim assistance is a key component of our Mine Action Strategy and there 
is a clear commitment to strengthening care, rehabilitation and socio-economic reintegration of 
victims.  
 
We support the Plan of Action on Victim Assistance established in 2008 and agree on the suggestions 
put forward during the last Meeting of Experts on how to establish and strengthen a deeper culture of 
implementation of the Article 8 of the Protocol on victim assistance. 
 
The EU believes that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities represents a strong 
and comprehensive framework to address the needs of survivors through a rights-based approach and 
should guide our work, by realizing the human rights of survivors, affected families and communities 
and ensuring respect for their dignity. The EU and all its Member States signed this Convention, and 
so far, 25 Member States and the EU, already ratified it, while the other 3 are in the process to do so. 
 
We took note of the progress made in the implementation of the Protocol as highlighted during the 
Meeting of Experts this year, and we thank the coordinators for the fruitful discussions held over 
many related issues and for their recommendations put forward.  
 
With regard to Generic Preventive Measures, we would like commend the efforts made by many 
States Parties in sharing their internal practical measures adopted in order to prevent explosions or to 
increase the safety of their ammunition storage sites. The uncontrolled access to conventional 
weapons and their ammunition by non-state actors has unfortunately sustained conflicts, exacerbated 
violence, and fuelled crime and terrorism. For these reasons, we encourage the High Contracting 
Parties to continue carrying out these transparency measures and implementing, inter alia, the UN 
International Ammunition Technical Guidelines which represent an effective tool to secure and safely 
manage stockpiles and ammunitions.  
 
The European Union agrees that national reporting is crucial for creating transparency and building 
confidence in the implementation of Protocol V. We therefore encourage States parties to continue 
submitting their reports and to use the Guide to National Reporting adopted by the Fourth Conference 
in order to improve the quality of the national reports database. 
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We also wish to underline the importance of the effective implementation of the provisions of Article 
4 of the Protocol: Recording, retaining and transmission of information on the use or abandonment of 
explosive ordnance is closely linked with an effective clearance of ERW and allows a rapid return to 
normal life of civilian populations in post-conflict phases. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
In conclusion, let me stress that challenges remain and further work is needed. We are looking 
forward to a productive Conference of High Contracting Parties in support of effective 
implementation of Protocol V. We assure you that you can count on our full support. 
 
Thank you Mr. President 


