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Madam Chair, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 
 
The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Ukraine, the Republic 
of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

The European Union places great importance on cooperation and assistance under Article X 
of the BTWC. Such cooperation is essential to promote the objectives and purposes of the 
Convention. The EU and its Member States have already shown their support for the concrete 
implementation of Article X of the BTWC contributing, inter alia, to fill in with information 
the database established to facilitate the exchange of requests for and offers of assistance and 
cooperation among States Parties. We submitted last year a Working Paper showing the 
collective actions of the EU institutions and its Member States. We are now revising this 
paper with the aim of submitting an updated version at the next meeting of States party next 
December.  

The EU has identified in its WMD Strategy the increasing threat emanating from biological 
weapons. Since 2006, the EU has funded projects in support of the BTWC with 
approximately EUR 4 million. A new Council Decision, adopted on 23 July 2012 is under 
implementation and ensures continued support and financial contribution to promote the 
universality and national implementation; confidence in compliance; and strengthening 
international cooperation and encouraging international discussion on the future of  the 
BTWC through regional workshops, enhanced assistance programmes, and various enabling 
tools and activities.  

A first such workshop for Eastern Europe was held between 27-29 May 2013, in Kiev, and we 
are currently preparing the next one for South and Southeast Asia to be held in Kuala Lumpur 
on 3-4 September 2013. The third workshop will be held in Mexico City in the second week 
of November and a fourth one will be held in Africa. In addition to the workshops, seven 
national assistance programmes in Uganda, Burkina Faso, Benin, Nepal, Ecuador, Colombia 
and Mongolia, tailored to the needs of beneficiary countries will be under way as of next fall 
to promote universal adherence to the BTWC and enhance national capabilities for 
implementing obligations under the Convention. As part of the enabling tools foreseen under 
the Council Decision, a National Implementation Guidance brochure will be developed to 
enable and support effective national implementation of the BTWC. 

 

                                                           

* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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The EU Council Decision also provides for training of experts on the UN Secretary-General 
investigation mechanism roster. This is aimed at enhancing the capabilities of the mechanism, 
thereby supporting the relevant statements in the Seventh Review Conference Final 
Declaration on Article VI and VIII. The first training event under the new Council Decision 
took place in France in November last year. 

The EU also supports the sponsorship programme to promote wider participation in BTWC 
meetings and has sponsored six participants of the Meeting of Experts. It also sponsored two 
participants of the 2012 MSP.  

The EU is actively engaged in supporting improvements in bio-safety and bio-security. A first 
Joint Action adopted in April 2008 and expired in December 2011 supported several World 
Health Organisation activities - worth EUR 2.1 million – aimed at: 1) ensuring the safety and 
security of microbial or other biological agents or toxins in laboratories and other facilities, 
including during transportation as appropriate, in order to prevent unauthorised access to and 
removal of such agents and toxins, 2) promoting bio-risk reduction practices and awareness, 
including bio-safety, bio-security, bioethics and preparedness against intentional misuse of 
biological agents and toxins, through international cooperation in this area. A new draft 
Council Decision to further support WHO activities in the areas of laboratory bio-safety and 
bio-security has been endorsed at working group level and is now under financial negotiation. 
 
The EU has also launched the CBRN Centres of Excellence (CoEs) Initiative. This aims at 
enhancing the institutional capacity of partner countries to mitigate CBRN risks, whether they 
are criminal, accidental or natural in origin. Thirty-four projects amounting to EUR 40 million 
were recently launched and contracting is underway. Current projects address issues such as: 
knowledge development and transfer of best practices on bio-safety, bio-security and bio-risk 
management; strengthening laboratory bio-safety and bio-security through the development of 
a laboratory ISO-bank system; creation of an international network of universities and 
institutes for raising awareness on dual-use concerns in biotechnology. The CoEs Initiative is 
continuing and should reach a total budget of nearly EUR 100 million by the end of 2013. 
 
Madam Chair, 
 
Facilitating exchange in biological sciences and technology, including equipment and material 
for peaceful purposes, is a legitimate goal under the BTWC. The EU believes that appropriate 
export controls are compatible with the obligations undertaken under article X of the BTWC, 
as all of us have collectively the responsibility to ensure that only activities for purposes not 
prohibited by the Convention are undertaken. 
 
Thank you. 

 


